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More than half of the world’s population now lives  
in an urban area. Many of those urban areas are 
devoid of greenspace, leaving those of us living the 
urban lifestyle often feeling disconnected from 
nature. Recent research has confirmed that being 
more removed from nature is having a profound 
effect on our physical and mental health.  

A study from Stanford University 1 found that 
people who walked for 90 minutes in a natural 
area, as opposed to people who walked in a high-
traffic urban setting, showed decreased activity  
in a region of the brain associated with depression. 
Being disconnected from nature has also  
been shown to result in higher levels of anxiety.  
The study concluded that city dwellers have a  
20 percent higher risk of anxiety disorders and  
a 40 percent higher risk of mood disorders as  
compared to people in rural areas. 

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes is one of the 
few Nature Centers in the country that is located 
in an urban area, offering the ease of nature 

access to so many in our region. Neighbors note 
the expansive greenspace of the Nature Center 
and the surrounding Shaker Parklands as key 
factors in choosing to live in this area. 

Our proximity to the city of Cleveland is what 
helps make our unique Applied Science for Kids 
(ASK!) program a reality for children attending 
the Cleveland Metropolitan School District. This 
early exposure to the natural environment is so 
critical for learning, but we know it will also have a 
profound effect on each visiting student’s physical 
and mental well-being into their adult lives.

As has been true for the last 53 years, our mission 
of connecting people to nature and inspiring 
environmental stewardship continues. Certainly,  
our location—this place—plays a critical role in 
fulfilling that mission. We truly are a little piece of 
wilderness tucked into our region’s urban landscape.

Dear Friends, 
 
Another year has passed, and it has been as busy and as exciting, 
perhaps even more so, than the last. Our twenty acres have been 
buzzing with renovation, restoration, and reconstruction, yet through 
the commotion we realize a larger vision is coming to life. Together 
with our Board of Trustees, we remain committed to the end result of 
a fully restored and reinvigorated outdoor classroom. As we continue 
to take this vision to a broader audience and seek philanthropic 
support, stay on the lookout for more information about the vision 
and goals of our campaign—Enhancing Your Outdoor Classroom: 
Campaign for the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. 

In April, we broke ground on the construction of the brand new 
ADA—accessible All People’s Trail. The new design of this iconic  
trail, which has provided access to nature for so many since 1983,  
will allow us to better connect and interact with larger school groups 
and classes and bring more engaging programs to the Nature  
Center. This one-of-a-kind trail and all of its new features will allow  
people of all abilities to enjoy nature in new, sensory-friendly ways.

Through the reconstruction of the All People’s Trail, we continued 
to welcome the community and provide high quality environmental 
educational programs to nearly 14,000 children. An astounding 65% 
of these children come from economically disadvantaged families. 
Our hope is that after each field experience, students will tell their 
families that they can come back to the Nature Center free of cost 
and share what they learned from our naturalists on the trails.  

While we aggressively pursued our vision for improving our outdoor 
classroom, we successfully engaged over 40,000 visitors through 
free, nature-based recreation, field experiences, spring break and 
summer camps, family and adult programs, and birthday parties 
and rentals. We strengthened partnerships with the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District, Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
and Shaker Heights Schools Districts, the Greater Cleveland  
Head Start Program and others to provide continued field excursions  
at the Nature Center, environmental educators in classrooms,  
and professional development training for teachers. We launched  
new initiatives, such as an Educator-in-Residence Program at the 
Stonebrook Montessori School in Cleveland, and a Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion initiative designed to help the Nature Center create  
a more equitable and inclusive working and learning environment.  

 
 

 
 
Our visitors often share and describe a feeling they experience each 
time they visit the Nature Center. They articulate feelings of peace, 
purpose, and intention. A visit invigorates the senses in ways that  
are becoming more difficult to find in our modern world. It is hearing  
the excited laughter from school groups after rolling a log and seeing 
a salamander for the first time. It is feeling serenity on our Stearns 
Trail after a busy week. It is the woodsy smell of fresh dirt after a  
rain shower. It is sharing a memorable moment with a loved one.  
It is simply being—on our planet, in our community—and knowing  
we belong here. It is this activation of our senses and connection  
to the larger natural world that gives us a strong sense of place and  
is why the Nature Center holds such special meaning to so many in 
our region. This is what motivates us to work steadfastly and with  
our own purpose to further our mission and reach. 

We invite you to share in this journey as we celebrate the 
achievements of the past year: open your senses through the 
photography that captures our beauty and purpose, let the words 
inspire you to find your place, and share in our excitement for  
all that we have accomplished together in such a short time.  
SENSE THE PLACE.

Lastly, we would be remiss if we did not simply say THANK YOU!  
It is because of you and your support that we are able to enjoy  
and be continuously inspired by nature’s beauty at the Nature Center 
at Shaker Lakes. As a collective voice from all of us at the Nature 
Center, thank you for another memorable year. We wish you a  
happy and healthy holiday season!

With appreciation and warm regards, 

A  P L A C E  O F

wilderness  
I N  A N  U R B A N  S E T T I N G

1. https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2015/06/23/1510459112

Kay Carlson 
P R E S I D E N T  &  C E O 

James Dixon 
C H A I R ,
B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S
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O U R  P L A C E

preserved acres of land

northeast Ohio native habitats

miles of trails to explore

2 0

8

2

people impacted through environmental  
education

1 6 , 8 1 9 

unique footprints on our trails
8 0 , 0 0 0 +

brand new All People’s Trail boardwalk

1

opportunities to discover nature

U N L I M I T E D 

“
“

if facts are the seeds that  
later produce knowledge  

and wisdom, then the emotions  
of the senses are fertile soil  

in which the seeds must grow
R A C H E L  C A R S O N

4 5



Each visit to the Nature Center can produce a 
unique experience that is all its own. The sights, 
smells, sounds, and textures we experience change 
each day and throughout each season of the  
year.  The memories made with loved ones become 
imprinted in our minds in special and distinctive 
ways. Yet through each moment spent here,  
there is something that always stays the same  
and connects each of those memories, emotions, 
and feelings. Throughout the course of our life,  
it is often a place, or environment, that can have  
a profound effect on who we are as people.

Take a moment and think back to places that were 
important to you as a child. Did you have a favorite 
tree to climb? Perhaps a favorite stream that you 
loved to explore? Research suggests that, among 
other important benefits, people that develop a 
strong sense of place may be more likely to engage 
in pro-environmental behaviors 1. Creating a sense 
of place in nature from a very young age helps 
children grow up to be better stewards of the 
environment, and as a result, they will be more likely 
to protect our environment and its biodiversity  
for future generations.

Through the last year, the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes has deepened its commitment to not only 
environmental education, but also to conserving 
our natural areas and enhancing and restoring 
your outdoor classroom. Through renovation and 
restoration, each new feature and detail of our 
comprehensive plan will play a role in expanding 
our offerings to the community, deepening the 
experiences that happen along our trails and 
habitats, and sustaining the unique ways that allow 
our visitors to SENSE THIS PLACE. 

We know that helping each visitor to connect 
their senses and moments to a larger experience 
throughout our preserved habitats—establishing  
a sense of place—is critical in fulfilling our mission 
to the community. Each time a visitor hears a 
native songbird, feels the dirt crunching under their 
shoes, holds an earthworm, touches tree bark, or 
smells spicebush leaves, it invigorates their senses 
and imprints new memories that connect to these 
20 acres at the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes— 
and that is extremely meaningful. 

76

E S T A B L I S H I N G  M E A N I N G  T H R O U G H 

sense A N D  P U R P O S E 
T H R O U G H  place

1  �Wilson, R. Early Childhood Educ J (1997) 24: 191.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02353278

https://naaee.org/eepro/research/library/sense-place-environmental-education 

Wilson, R. Early Childhood Educ J (1997) 24: 191.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02353278

https://www.playfullearning.net/resource/developing-sense-place/

the  
Nature Center  

at Shaker Lakes  
is a wonderful

place to breathe
and enjoy

nature

“
“

B O B B I  K A T Z 
SHAKER HEIGHTS RESIDENT
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Nature Center staff and visitors can’t wait for Friday to come, 
when they know Steve will be reporting for his weekly shift as 
a Welcome Desk Volunteer! Dubbed the “fun one,” Steve’s 
smile and energy light up the office in his role at the Welcome 
Desk, where he greets visitors and shares information about 
our trails and northeast Ohio native habitats.

After 18 months with the Nature Center, there is no question 
about the impact he has made with the organization. Steve 
embodies every aspect of a model volunteer: he is friendly, 
well-rounded and accepts all projects no matter what they 
involve—always with a smile that is extremely contagious.

Our volunteer program is an essential part of our daily 
operations at the Nature Center, and having Steve on 
our team in this role ensures visitors are engaged and 
leave feeling happy and inspired by nature! Children love 
interacting with Steve, as he enjoys handing out stickers  
and scavenger hunts to connect them to nature and  
all that the Nature Center has to offer.

Staff in our Education Department know they can count on 
Steve for help assisting with filing, organizing colored pencils 
and beads, cutting out paper for crafts, or any other special 
projects that he can do while at the Welcome Desk. Steve 
is also our “go-to” volunteer whenever event assistance is 
needed at the archery station.

Steve is a retired psychologist and long-time Shaker Heights  
resident. He has three grown children and six grandkids and  
enjoys spending time with his family.

If you are inspired to volunteer in any capacity, please 
 visit our website at shakerlakes.org/volunteer to see our  
available opportunities.

F Y 2 0 1 9

T H E  V A L U E  O F  O U R  V O L U N T E E R S : 

contributed their time, skills and energy

logged by volunteers—that is the equivalent  
of 4 full time staff! 

joined the Nature Center

5 6 8 volunteers

7 , 8 3 8 cumulative hours

1 4 3 NEW volunteers

contributed by our Board of Trustees

3 3 0 . 5 volunteer hours

donated by our top group:  
Ruffing Montessori

7 4 2 hours

worth of time given by our volunteers

$ 1 9 1 , 7 9 2 

Our successes throughout the last year are made possible through our robust volunteer 
program and each person who contributed their time, skills and energy to our mission. 

THANK YOU for a great year!

8 9
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N A T U R E  I N  N U M B E R S  2 0 1 9

TAKEN BY PARTICIPANTS ON HIKES AT  
HIKE, RUN & FUN 

P A N C A K E S 

FLIPPED AT  
PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

FOR THE BIRDS  
1 , 5 0 7 , 4 4 0

S T E P S 1 8 7

DELIVERIES MADE FOR  
PLANT SALE PRE-ORDERS

6 1 0

HOMEGROWN  
PLANTS OFFERED  

AT THE  
37TH ANNUAL  

PLANT SALE 

4 0 0 +  P O U N D S 
OF WASTE COMPOSTED AND  
DIVERTED FROM LANDFILLS  
AT FLYWAYS NOT HIGHWAYS 

6 , 0 8 4 

OF COMPOST GENERATED FROM  
THE NEW COMPOSTING PROGRAM WITH  

RUST BELT RIDERS 

L B S

DURING OUTDOOR ADVENTURE CAMP, 
THIS SUMMER BROUGHT TO ME:

· 12 million memories ·
· 11 bottles of bug spray ·
· 10 changes of clothes ·
· 9 weeks of discovery ·

· 8 tadpoles raised · 
· 7 camp counselors ·

· 6 walkie talkies ·
· 5 different age groups ·

· 4 habitats explored ·
· 3 days of rock climbing ·

· 2 tired feet ·
· 1 successful carline ·

H O U R S
9 0 0 + 

OF  
TECHNOLOGY- 

FREE TIME 
DURING  
SUMMER 

OUTDOOR  
CAMP 

1 , 6 0 0 
SETS OF  

1ST GRADE EYES  
LOOKED THROUGH 

BINOCULARS 

4 0 0 +  N A T I V E

PERENNIALS, TREES, AND  
SHRUBS PLANTED 

5 0 0  I N V A S I V E

CATTAILS PULLED

1 8 5 % 

GROWTH IN  
SOCIAL MEDIA  

REACH 

5 1 

MEDIA MENTIONS

E A R N E D N A T U R E  
C E N T E R

M E M B E R S 

8 8 3 

CONTRIBUTED 
TO OUR MISSION

$ 1 . 1 M  R A I S E D

IN CONTRIBUTED  
INCOME TO SUPPORT  

OUR OPERATIONS 

$ 3 1 9 , 5 3 9 
GENERATED FROM OUR FUNDRAISING EVENTS  

(FLYWAYS NOT HIGHWAYS, ANNUAL PLANT SALE,  
AND HIKE, RUN & FUN)

REALIZED A

$ 3 0 K  
OPERATIONS BUDGET SURPLUS

(unaudited)

T H E  N E W  A L L  P E O P L E ’ S  T R A I L : C O N S T R U C T I O N  &  C A M P A I G N

3 6 6  P I L E S
INSTALLED TO BUILD THE  

NEW  
ALL PEOPLE’S TRAIL 9  F E E T

AVERAGE DEPTH  
OF EACH PILE TO  

REACH BEDROCK: 

INSTALLED TO COMPLETE THE NEW ALL PEOPLE’S TRAIL 

5 0 , 0 0 0 + 
S T A I N L E S S  S T E E L  S C R E W S

6084
LBS

9 4 5
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Peggy Spaeth & John Barber
The Wolpert Fund of The Cleveland Foundation

$1 ,0 0 0–$2, 49 9
Anonymous Donors (5)
Barbara Baetz-Greenwalt
Geoffrey K. & Maryann D. Barnes
The Blaszak Family
Jane C. Busch
Peter A. & Rita M. Carfagna
Ruth Anna Carlson & Albert Leonetti
Leigh H. Carter
Ann Cicarella
Erin & Daniel Connell
Charles & Lucy Cooley
Penelope & Justin Croniser
Jill & John Davies
The Dixon Family
Sarah Divakarla
Barbara Ekelman & Mark Amaddio
Nancy Fleming
Derek and Mary Garceau
Drs. Beth & Rob Gillespie
Ms. Laura Gooch & Dr. David Kazdan
Jeanne V. Gordon, Esq.
Andrew L. & Judy Green
Aimee & Jonathan Grimm
Elaine G. Hadden
Michelle & Christopher Hall
Samuel & Kimberly Hartwell
Kathleen A. Heffernan
Mrs. John A. Horner, Jr.
Helen B. & Erik M. Jensen
David & Laura Kaufman
Malcolm E. Kenney
Clark & Tricia Khayat
Karen Kidwell & Henry Billingsley
Stewart Kohl
Arthur Charles Mayer
Anne & Kirt Montlack
The John & Sally Morley Fund
Kate & Sean Nagel
Ann Pearson & Matt Goldman
Jeffrey Potter & Ingrid Tolentino
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Weller: The Pysht Fund
Jon & Meredyth Ralph
Mrs. Clara T. Rankin
David & Paula Reape
Melissa Richmond & William Watterson
Doug & Lisa Schattinger
Alice S. Sherman
Ruth J. Skuly & Leo A. Deininger
Kempton & Nancy King Smith
Heather & Charles Thiltgen
Lynda Herman Thomas
William H. & Siobhan Thompson
Sara Thorne-Briechle
Wuliger Family II Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Federation  
      of Cleveland

$ 5 0 0–$9 9 9
Anonymous Donors (3)
Paul & Connie Abbey

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S*

N A T U R E  C E N T E R  S T A F F
Kay Carlson, President & CEO
 
Patty Albrecht, Membership & Annual Fund Manager
Jill Anderson, Visitor & Administrative Services Manager
Shelly Bender, Part-time Environmental Educator
Kim Bihler, Events Manager
Christi Carlson, Welcome Desk Supervisor
Mary Jo Ciuni, Part-time Environmental Educator
Charles Collier, Facilities Assistant
Caitlin Connick, Environmental Educator/Program Specialist
Carl Friess, Welcome Desk Associate
Lisa Golba, Early Childhood Environmental Educator
Ashley Hall, Marketing Coordinator
Christopher Hall, Director of Finance & Administration
Michelle Hall, Bookkeeper
Katrina Heinzen, Part-time Environmental Educator
Nicole Hindman, Welcome Desk Associate/Environmental Educator
Thomas Hornberger, Facilities Director 
Charles McShane, Welcome Desk Associate
Nick Mikash, Natural Resources Specialist
Julia Mitchell, Grants Manager
Erica Prange, Director of Education
Meri Ruble, Part-time Environmental Educator
Lauren Schmidt, Camps and School Program Coordinator
Robert Sikora, Director of Development
Rosalind Soltow, Development Associate
Andrea Weiss, B’Earthday Party/Environmental Educator
Julia Williams, Welcome Desk Associate
Tania Younkin, Director of Marketing
*AS OF NOVEMBER 1, 2019

C H A I R
James T. Dixon

E X E C U T I V E  CO M M I T T E E
Erin B. Connell
Martha A. Connell
Justin M. Croniser
Kimberly H. Dyer
Graham P. Hearns
Karen G. Kidwell
David M. Reape

B O A R D  M E M B E R S
Sherri A. Barr
Kate D. Blaszak
Leigh H. Carter
Jef Fowler
Beth H. Gillespie  
Jeanne V. Gordon
David J. Kaufman
Terri Wade-Lyles
Kate Nagel
Meredyth Ralph
Carrie Brumbaugh Shelfer
Dan Waters

A F F I L I AT E  T R U S T E E S
Caroline Barrow, Shaker Lakes Garden Club Liaison
Victoria Mills, Executive Director, Doan Brook Watershed Partnership
Ware Petznick, Executive Director, Shaker Historical Society
Tres Roeder, City of Shaker Heights Representative 

H O N O R A R Y  L I F E  T R U S T E E S
Marjorie M. Drollinger
Cynthia M. Klug  
Clara T. Rankin
Sally R. Schulze, Ph.D.
Julie A. West

E N D O W M E N T  F O U N D AT I O N  T R U S T E E S
A. Chace Anderson
Cynthia Bassett
William G. Batcheller
David C. Fulton, Jr.
Margaret R. Giltinan
*AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2019

V O L U N T E E R S
We are thankful to those who have spent  
their time and energy to further our mission.  
Thank you to our many volunteers! 

20 0 + H O U R S
Ruffing Montessori
Charles M. Stephenson

1 5 0–1 9 9 H O U R S
Margaret Poutasse
Norma Storer

1 0 0–1 49 H O U R S
Jane Donnell
Camryn Koonce
Helena Souffrant
Meredith Sundahl
Brianna Williams

4 0–9 9 H O U R S
Paul Anderson  
Michelle Anselmo  
Karen Ault 
Owen Barnard
Joseph Berenholz  
Dylan Berr  
Jennifer Brown   
Lily Brown  
Quinn Bruening-Wright  
Margo Burke  
Anna Carpenter
David Carpenter   
Erin Connell   
Justin Croniser     
CWRU Cross Country Team 
Jim Dixon 
Akiva Ehrenreich   
Grace Fraser   
Lisa Gannon   
Gross Schechter School   
Henry Harte 
Graham Hearns   

O U R  A N N U A L  
O P E R A T I N G  F U N D  
S U P P O R T E R S*

Thank you for your generous gift!

I N D I V I D U A L S 

$1 0,0 0 0 +
Anonymous Donor

$ 5 ,0 0 0–$9,9 9 9
John C. Barber
Harry & Mary Ann Carlson
Anne T. & Thomas C. Hilbert Fund
Thomas & Kathleen Leiden
Carrie & Scott Shelfer

$2, 5 0 0–$ 4 ,9 9 9
Kristen & John Bartels
Cynthia Bassett
Kathryn A. Carlson & Richard G. Albaugh
Martha A. Connell
Kimberly H. & John J. Dyer
Jana & Eric Friess
Margaret Giltinan
Kerianne & Graham Hearns
David Jarus & Karen Schuele
Jeffrey & Sarah Kadlic
David & Anne Lavelle
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M. Miller
Marge & Dan Moore
Courtney & Michael Novak
Astri Seidenfeld

Samir Ahuja & Lakshmi Nambiar
Chace & Josie Anderson
Kelly & Chris Beiswenger
Shane McRann Bigelow
Jeffrey Bomberger & Elaine Thallner
Arthur V.N. Brooks
Alyson & Michael Carfagna
Peter E. Carfagna, Jr.
Mary Ann Carlson
Cindy Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Lee A. Chilcote Jr.
Laura & Chris Dean
Gregory J. DeGulis & Nada Hashem
Henry C. Doll
John & Sybil Eakin
Michael G. Eakin
Mark Eisele
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Furey
Ellen & Mark Genger
Brooke Glessing
Carol Z. Gobel
Matthew & Miki Graban
James Graham & David Dusek
Chas & Jen Grossman
William O. Gruber
Mr. & Mrs. R.N. Gudbranson
Albert A. Hanes & Robert E. Hanes
Brian & Krystyna Harte
Matthew & Allison Heffernan
Debra & Jason Hollander
Sandy & Harry Holmes
Elaine Hutchins
Alison H. Ibsen & Fekru Makonnen
James & Gale Jacobsohn
Linda B. & Robert A. Johnson
Anne C. Juster
Kurt & Marybeth Karakul
Carole J. Kass
Susan R. Kent
Jeffrey H. Klie
Ursula Korneitchouk
Mark & Jean Koznarek
William Lafave
Lynn T. Landmesser
Amanda Lincoln & Richard Rohl
Carolyn & David Lincoln
Cathy Anne Lincoln
Carol & Gilbert Lowenthal
Sean Lynch
Annie Mathews
Marissa Mayer
Neema & Ryan Mayhugh
Laura & Chris McKenna
Matt & Jonida Morelli
William R. & Barbara W. Morgan
Mario & Dana Morino
Ryanne & Simon Mucha
John T. & Mary M. Mulligan
Evelyn B. Newell
Sarah Ott-Hansen & George 
McGaughey
Libby Ray

Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Reminger
Jorge Rios & Ana Yepes-Rios
Drs. Michael F. & Nancy J. Roizen
Drs. Edward & Teresa Ruch
Dorothy M. Sawyer
Anne Schoff
John B. & Sally R. Schulze
Garyn & Christine Sheets
Terry L. & Barbara Shockey
Joanne Siegel & Walter Thiem
Rob Sikora
Sanjay & Erin Holston Singh
Peggy Spaeth
Laura Steinbrink
Frederick G. Stueber
Harris Taylor
Jeremy Tobacman
Kathy Toderick & Paul S. Lincoln
Al Togut
Nicky Turco
Michael VanNiel
Robert & Jennifer Voelker
Paul K. Wadsworth
Heather & Michael Weingart
Mr. & Mrs. David E. Weiss
Julie A. West
Mr. & Mrs. Dickson L. Whitney, Jr.
Amy Laughlin Wiedemer
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Wilcox
Margaret W. Wong
Patrick M. Zohn

$25 0–$ 49 9
Anonymous Donors (2)
Dr. Louise Acheson
Jennifer Adams
Oakley V. Andrews
Jacqueline & Harvey Barnett
Kimberly Barton & Douglas Orr
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Batcheller
Laura Bauschard
Kelly Beiswenger
Marc Benson
Rebecca & Fisk Biggar
Ashley & Michael Boorstein
Beth Brandt Sersig &  
      Christopher Brandt
Jennifer & Peter Brooks
Jenny & Glenn Brown
Taelor & Taylor Brown
Kay Carlson & Rick Albaugh and Jim & 
      Christina Carlson
Marcie & Matthew Carrier
Claudy & Jorge R. Castilla
John & Josie Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. Homer Chisholm
Sally & Henry Chisholm
The Cowell Family Fund of the Cleveland 
      Foundation
Thomas & Maria Coyne
Kimberly Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Cristal

Jennifer Ann & Charles Cushwa 
Lilly Datta & Alan Peyrat
Kristin & Martin D’Eramo
Jennifer & Pete DeVine
Susan Donlan
William Doty
Mary Asmundson Dunbar 
Christopher & Courtney DuPaul
Robert P. Duvin
Traci & John Egan
Chastity & Matthew Embrescia
Amy Eugene
Eileen Ryan Ewen
Corinna & Yngve Falck-Ytter
Elizabeth & Mike Faremouth
Olaoluwa & Theodora Fayanju
Dr. Victor & Mrs. Carolyn Fazio
Cindy Fink & Kemp Jaycox
Tammy Freer
Rich & Barbara Gray
Mr. & Mrs. David Griesinger
Julie Gurney
Kirsten Hagesfeld
Tara Hata
Ellen & Jack Hearns
Dave L. Herbruck
Melissa J. Hintz & James M. Trapp
Dick & Sarah Hollington
John & Barbara Horrigan
Monica & Jeffrey Hulett
Susan & Stanley Jaros
Anne Jarrad
Jill Jefferis
Megan Kacvinsky
Joseph P. & Nancy F. Keithley
Claude Kennard
Lawrence & Joylen Kent
Charles H. King & Catherine E. Keating
Barbara Klante & Gary Hanson
Nina Klein, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Kleinman
Katie & Jordan Klimek
Cynthia M. Klug
Jennifer Kuhel
Charles Lafave
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Lafave, Jr.
Jason Lambrese & Andrew Clifford
Kristin & Steve Lasky
Edith K. Lauer
Susan Lenahan
Morton & Judith Levin
Catherine & Robert Levy
Emily Lucas
Emily Ludwig
Charlie Luther
Linda Macklin
Jeremie & Christina Maehr
Christian & Vanessa Maier
Lauren & Jeff Martin
Neema & Ryan Mayhugh
Christopher C. & Gaylee J. McCracken
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Medalie

Marge & Dan Moore
Michael & Petra Moran
Bert W. Moyar
Denise & Doug Neary
Eric Nilson, Jeff Mostade & Varun Shetty
Ms. Keely O’Bryan & Mr. David Landever
Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Omelsky
Brad Ortman & Melissa Myers
Andrew & Amy Paine
Anne & Brian Parris
Patrick Peters
Linda & Thomas Pratt
Wally Radjenovic
Robert & Judith Rawson
Cristina & Nicholas Rennillo
Cristina Rickard
Rita & Jose Rizo-Patron
Justin J. & Margaret H. Roberts
Alex & Stephanie Teeter
Mary F. Twomey & Nancy Thrams
James A. Van Orman
Dominic Visconsi, Jr.
Drs. Kristin & James Voos
Bill Wagner
John & Jeanette Walton
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Wamsley, III
Isabelle L. Warren
Christopher J. Wozniak & Susan Strauss
Dudley D. Yost
Josie Znidarsic

$1 0 0–$249
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Abel
Drs. Tom & Abby Abelson
Louise Abrams & Robert Fuerst
Alexis Abramson & Chris Sklarin
Albert T. Adams
Nancy A. Adams
Bruce & Barbara Akers
Jean & Andy Albrecht
Patty Albrecht
Harriet A. Alger
Harriett Allen
Murray & Connie Jean Altose
Mark Anderson & Fey Parrill
Mr. John C. Angus
Susan Armstrong
Sheldon & Sharon Auerbach
Susan Aviram
Philip Bailin
David S. Barnes MD &  
      Elizabeth S. Babcox MD
Douglas N. Barr
Dulcey Barr & Brian Gingerich
Dennie & Kathleen Barrie
Lin & Chris Bartel
Patricia Barz & Herbert Wiedemann
Joan & Benico Barzilai
Brian Bash
Marjorie & James Bashaw
David Beach & Constance Magoulias
Nathan & Sosamma Berger
Marcie Bergman

Elaine & Bill Better
Sandeep Bhatia
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Bier
Frederic C. Bishko 
James D. Bond
Henry Boom & Anne Batzell
Paula & Robert Boykin
John J. Boyle, III
Amy & Stanley Brady
Ruth Brutz
Gary Bryenton
Mary Cahen
Ann C. Calkins
Thomas Campbell
Patricia Carey
John & Anders Carlson
David Carney
Carolyn Charles & Dick Obermanns
Jeffrey D. & Patricia K. Chokel
Edward Chyun 
Barbara Claas & Jeffrey Dean
Cleveland Hiking Club
Gwen & Tron Compton-Engle
Catherine Connell
Amanda Corr
Gayle & Daniel Cronin
Charity D’Amato-Crawford
Dr. Beverly Barrett Dahms
Peter W. & Susan G. Danford
Charles W. & Mary Ann Davis
Patricia Dengler
Dave Devey
Leslie Dingeldein
Maureen Dodson
Susannah Doman
Debby & Matt Downing
Molly B. Downing 
Elizabeth Dreben & Hillel Chiel
Marjorie M. Drollinger
Timothy J. & Jane Duff
Walter Duvall & David Gregory
Corinne Ehretsman
Lin Emmons
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Ernst
Debbie & Tim Espy
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Fabens
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Linda Yanega



1 51 4

T H E  C L E V E L A N D  F O U N D A T I O N

D O N O R  S P O T L I G H T

The Cleveland Foundation has been a longstanding supporter of 
the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, helping us launch some of 
our most impactful educational programs, including the Applied 
Science for Kids (ASK!) Program with the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District. Over the last six years, the Cleveland 
Foundation’s gifts have helped us bring over 30,000 students  
to the Nature Center for hands-on natural science programming. 

This year, the Cleveland Foundation made a major investment in 
the future of the Nature Center’s programming by contributing a 
lead gift to our Campaign to Enhance Your Outdoor Classroom. 
Thanks to their generosity, the newly reconstructed All People’s 
Trail includes expanded educational features and a new, fully 
accessible community entrance along North Woodland Road.

The Cleveland Foundation North Woodland Trailhead will connect 
the Nature Center to the larger Shaker Parklands and the regional 
Lake to Lakes Trail system, which follows the path of Doan Brook 
from the Shaker Lakes to Lake Erie and the Cleveland Lakefront 
Nature Preserve. Two trailheads with a bike rack and wayfinding 
signage will help guide visitors to a new ADA-accessible ramp 
leading down to the All People’s Trail boardwalk, which is the 
centerpiece of our educational programming. 

The Cleveland Foundation’s grant for the All People’s Trail and the  
North Woodland Trailhead is one of the largest gifts that the 
Nature Center has received to date towards its capital campaign. 
The Cleveland Foundation’s gift will make the Nature Center more 
accessible to the entire community and help us better serve the 
thousands of students who visit the Nature Center each year. 

“With this latest gift to the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, we 
continue the Cleveland Foundation’s commitment to making 
parks and greenspaces across our community more accessible 
to all members of the public,” said Stephen Love, Cleveland 
Foundation Program Officer for the Environment. “Spending time 
in nature is known to improve mental and physical health  
for all ages, but particularly for children. The new All People’s 
Trail will create opportunities for more students to participate in 
outdoor education programs and enhance community access into 
one of Greater Cleveland’s last remaining wetland habitats for 
years to come.”    

We are truly grateful for the support of the Cleveland Foundation.

T H E  E X C I T E M E N T  I S  B U I L D I N G !

Contact Kay Carlson, President & CEO at 216.321.5935 ext. 227 or carlson@shakerlakes.org for more information  
about how you can have an impact on building the future of the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.

Our multi-year vision to enhance your outdoor classroom is  
underway. This fiscal year kicked off the second and largest 
phase of our vision: reconstructing and enhancing the iconic 
All People’s Trail.  This trail has been an essential tool that 
brings nature to life for the thousands of students and visitors 
we serve each year.

With 100% board commitment and the support of so many 
in the region, our team committed to bring a reimagined 
All People’s Trail to life. Upon the completion of the All 
People’s Trail, we are excited to turn our focus to the Stearns 
Woodland Trail.

We invite you to join us and share in our vision to make the  
Nature Center and your outdoor classroom more engaging,  
more sustainable, and more accessible to the entire region 
for generations to come!
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(Unaudited)

**EXCLUDES DEPRECIATION AND OTHER ADJUSTING ENTRIES.

N E T  O P E R A T I N G  R E V E N U E * * 
 

$ 2 9 , 8 2 7 . 1 6 

The Nature Center at 
Shaker Lakes extends 
its deepest appreciation 
to the many donors, 
members, and institutional 
supporters whose generous 
contributions helped  
ensure a successful year. 
 
*We apologize for any 
omissions. If your name  
has been omitted or  
listed incorrectly,  
please contact Patty 
Albrecht at  
216.321.5935 ext. 232 or  
albrecht@shakerlakes.org.

5%

21%
13%

7%

34%

R E V E N U E  C O N T R I B U T E D
GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
$72,530.00 
ENDOWMENT (DISTRIBUTION) 
$98,856.00
INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
$176,372.55
EVENTS  
(Net of COG-Plant Sale/Art on View) 
$287,013.72
CORPORATIONS/FOUNDATIONS 
$454,628.83

R E V E N U E  E A R N E D
FACILIT Y RENTALS &  
MERCHANDISE (NET) 
$32,653.45
PROGRAM FEES 
$234,798.39 

——————————————————— 

TOTAL REVENUE = $1, 356, 852.94

46%

19%

17%

11%7%

E X P E N S E S
EDUCATION & OUTREACH 
$613,347.86
FACILITIES & L AND MANAGEMENT 
$251,108.90
FUNDRAISING 
$224,676.38
MANAGEMENT & GENERAL 
$145,378.84
MARKETING 
$92,513.80 

——————————————————— 

TOTAL EXPENSES = $1,327,025.78
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Brian L. Larson & Laurie Albright
John & Kristin Lavelle
Sharmon Sollitto & Michael Lederman
Anita Lembach
Robert E. Lemmers
Cathy L. Lewis
John B. Lewis
Doris & Joel Lieber
Lawrence V. Lindberg
William Lipscomb
Rosalie M. Litt
Ms. Harriett R. Logan
Philip Regan & Heather Long
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Love
Nicole & John Lozier
Robert & Katherine Mahoney
Randall E. Marcus
James & Susan Marder
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest B. Marsolais
Nancy Van Aken Marti
Joe & Eleni Matts
James & Kathe Mayer
Judge & Mrs. Robert C. McClelland
David S. McDowell
Suzanne G. McGinness
Thomas C. McLaughlin
Sterling S. McMillan
Sandra & Donald M. McPherson
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$20,0 0 0 +
Abington Foundation
The Cleveland Foundation
The George Garretson Wade Charitable Trust #2
Treu-Mart Fund
United Way of Cleveland

$1 0,0 0 0–$1 9,9 9 9
Anonymous Donor
Eva L. & Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation
The Char and Chuck Fowler Family Foundation
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Elizabeth Ring Mather & William Gwinn Mather Fund
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Leikin Motor Companies

The Murch Foundation
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The Albert A. & Audrey G. Ratner Family Foundation
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Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
Clearstead Advisors, LLC
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Edward Jones Investments
The Harry K. Fox and Emma R. Fox Charitable Foundation
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The Milton and Tamar Maltz Family Foundation
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The Sam J. Frankino Foundation
Seagate Investment Company, LP
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Uvas Foundation

$1 ,0 0 0–$2, 49 9
Absolute Precision Landscape and Supply, LLC
Eileen M. Burkhart & Co, LLC
C & K Industrial Services Inc.
CPK Companies
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Environmental Design Group (EDG)
GPD Group Employees Foundation Inc.
Hathaway Brown School
Milton A. & Charlotte R. Kramer Charitable Foundation
Marigold Catering
Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights
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The Wedge Block Foundation
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The Sherwin Williams Foundation
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UH Sports Medicine
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Capital One
Finley Landscaping Service
Good Nature Organic Lawn Care
MotoPhoto Shaker Heights
Ormiston Landscaping

Whole Foods Market
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CLE Landscaping
College Now Greater Cleveland
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Benevity Community Impact Fund
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J. Pistone’s Market and Gathering Place
Middle Ridge Gardens
Passport to Peru
Platform Beers LLC
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Unitarian Universalist Congregation  
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Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
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Stanley and Hope Adelstein Fund* 
Jean Eakin Fund*
Shaker Lakes Regional Nature Center  
      Endowment Foundation
Kathleen Barber Habitat Restoration Fund 
Jenny Goldman Memorial Fund*
Maria J. and William Aubrey Hall Endowment*
*Held at the Cleveland Foundation

I N  K I N D
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Harry Carlson
Kay Carlson
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Cleveland Browns
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Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park
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CycleBar
Susan Delaney
Chris and Jennifer Dewey
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Fire Spice Company
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Valerie Geller
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Gigi’s on Fairmount
Drs. Glosik, Glosik & Andler
Good Nature  
Jeanne Gordon
Grog Shop
Grooveryde - VanAken District
Jeff Haire
House of Blues
Independent Tree
J. Pistone’s
Jones Bones BBQ
Juma Gallery
Sarah Kadlic
Susan Kent
Karen Kidwell
Bill Kirchner
Frank Kups
Christina Lamarca
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David & Ann Lavelle
Little Boo Photography
Liz Bart Design LLC
Mammoth Distilling
Marigold Catering
Neema and Ryan Mayhugh
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Jonida Morelli
Dan Morgan
Kate Nagel
NPI Audio Visual/Joe Thompson
P.K. Wadsworth Heating & Cooling
Pavilion
Pearl
Shayna Pentecost
Meredyth Ralph
Kerry Reimer
Geraldo and Erica Rivera
Rolling Beans Espresso
Ellen Russell 
Rustbelt Reclamation
Jen Sammon
Sara’s Place
Robin Schachat
City of Shaker Heights, Mayor’s Office
Shaker Heights Country Club
Carrie Shelfer
Sangeeta Sindwani
Sipt
Spice Catering Co.
Sandy and Ken Stauffer
Charles Stephenson
Still Point Gallery
Studio MZ Salon and Spa
Suzanne Taigen
Ingrid Tolentino
Nicky Turco
Tom Turco
Julie West

Western Reserve Area Agency  
      on Aging
White Cloud Studios
The Wine Spot/Adam &  
      Sue Fleischer
Yoga Roots
Zack Bruell Restaurants

I N  H O N O R  O F
Cynthia Bassett
Ellie Campbell
Harry and Mary Ann Carlson’s  
      marriage
Laura Gooch
Graham Hearns
Donna Prots and Michael Griffith’s  
      marriage
Bob & Laurie Ronis
The Shelfer Family

I N  M E M O R Y  O F
Jeffrey Michael Beacham
Jim Cappelletti
Mary Shepley Coolidge &  
      Charles A. Coolidge
Mary Ann Del Medico
Daniel L. & Ann Ekelman
Marvin Gevelber
Bobbie Ginn Griesinger
Brian Horwich
Tom Kohan
Anne Mulligan Marcus
Arlene Mayhugh
Betty Miller
John Mock
Helen Naherny
Lois Rickin
Diana Taylor
Ruth Thompson
Leo Tobacman
Jessica Van Dyke

E V E R G R E E N  S O C I E T Y
Anonymous Members (5) 
Hope & Stanley Adelstein*
Bettie Joyce Baker*
Mrs. Anne H. Burton*
Jane Busch
Kathryn A. Carlson
Ruth Anna Carlson &  
      Albert Leonetti
Sharon A. Coyle
Ruth J. Skuly & Leo A. Deininger
Gary J.* & Winnie* Dietsch
John E. Doxsey*
Mrs. John Drollinger, Jr.
Kathy & Tom Heffernan
Ann T. Herbruck 
Mary Alice Horner*
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Horner
Mr.* & Mrs. Walter C. Kelley
Patricia & S. Ernest Kulp, III
Dr. & Mrs. John T. Makley
William Mau*

2%

17%
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•  M E M B E R S H I P • 
Become a member by giving a gift at one of our six levels ranging from $50–$1,000+. Each membership has progressive benefits,  

including early and discounted program registration rates and 10% off our Duck Pond Gift Shop.

•  A N N U A L  F U N D •  
This annual campaign is a year-round effort to raise funds necessary to support the daily operations of our organization, 

including the maintenance of our trails and facilities. Gifts of any size are appreciated and are tax-deductible to the  
fullest extent allowed by law.

•  T H E  H E R O N  S O C I E T Y • 
The Heron Society recognizes our dedicated donors who give $1,000or more, annually. In addition to a host of membership benefits,  

Heron Society patrons enjoy access to exclusive events and behind-the-scenes opportunities. 

•  T R I B U T E  G I F T S • 
Make a gift to the Nature Center in memory or celebration of someone special. We have many  

opportunities to make a tribute gift, including our Legacy Pathway program.

•  T H E  E V E R G R E E N  S O C I E T Y • 
Membership is open to anyone who invests in the future of the Nature Center through a planned gift. Individuals may  

designate gifts for a specific purpose or offer broad support through a gift to the Endowment Foundation.

•  E N D O W M E N T  F O U N D A T I O N •  
Early supporters of the Nature Center had the foresight to create the Shaker Lakes Regional Nature Center Endowment Foundation  
to establish consistent funding and long-term security for our future. Donations to the Endowment Foundation remain a living legacy,  

ensuring that the Nature Center will exist in perpetuity.

•  I R A s  A N D  D O N O R  A D V I S E D  F U N D S •  
Contributions can be made in the form of a gift of appreciated assets such as IRAs, stock, or securities. 

W A Y S  T O  G I V E

P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  U S
T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  R A N G E  O F  G I V I N G  O P T I O N S

The Nature Center is and will always be a transparent organization that is thankful for the gifts our community members bestow 
upon us to further our mission. Because we receive no property or income tax, your gift is vital and will ensure that we remain free 

and open to the public, connecting future generations to nature.

S H A K E R L A K E S . O R G
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Patty Albrecht 
M E M B E R S H I P  &  A N N U A L 

F U N D  M A N A G E R
216.321.5935 ext. 232

albrecht@shakerlakes.org

Robert Sikora 
D I R E C T O R  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T

216.321.5935 ext. 223
sikora@shakerlakes.org

2600 South Park Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44120



2 0

216.321.5935 
naturecenter@shakerlakes.org

#S H A K E R L A K E S

S H A K E R L A K E S .O R G

Photos courtesy of Dave Brown Images & Ashley Hall 

R E C YC L E D 
 F P O

2600 South Park Blvd 
Cleveland, OH 44120

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 4010 
Cleveland, OH

conser ving  
A  N A T U R A L  A R E A ,

connecting  
P E O P L E  W I T H  N A T U R E , 

A N D

inspiring  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L

S T E W A R D S H I P


