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DEAR FRIENDS, 

CONSERVE. CONNECT. INSPIRE. These three little words 
carry great meaning for us. More than 50 years ago, members of our 
community came together to save this space, using those three words 
as guiding principles. Generations later, we carry forward their legacy 
by continuing to conserve these 20 acres, connect people to nature 
and inspire environmental stewardship.  

At the Nature Center, we strive to grow and improve with each year, 
taking feedback from our community to enhance our programming, 
restore and maintain our land and find new ways to help others 
deepen their connection to the natural world. 

This past year, we launched registration for our Summer Outdoor 
Adventure Camp early, for the first time, to give our members 
advanced access to their favorite sessions. We provided more hands-
on workshops to expand the capabilities for people to make an impact 
in their own backyards. Our vision of creating demonstration gardens 
for public education came to fruition, with more native plants growing 
in these areas than ever before. In its fifth year, our Applied Science 
for Kids (ASK!) program saw an increase of 1,500 students when 
compared to the year before. This place-based learning program for 
students of the Cleveland Metropolitan School District has allowed 
children to explore the wonderment of nature, for many of them have 
little interaction with the natural world in their daily lives.

The advancements made this past year are all part of our long-term 
plan. Embarking on a bold vision for the future, we worked diligently 
to raise additional dollars needed to support a more comprehensive 
plan to restore and enhance your outdoor classroom. The first  
visible evidence of this plan was the construction of the Lavelle  
Family Amphitheater. 

Located directly behind the Visitor’s Center, we reimagined what an 
outdoor auditorium could look like. Enhanced with locally sourced 

materials, we designed this space with education in mind, installing 
permeable pavers as a solution to challenges imposed by the weather 
but to also provide our educators with a tool when teaching children 
about stormwater runoff and soil erosion. 

We hope this detailed report on our most recent year will show you 
where we have been, but more importantly, give you a glimpse of 
where we are headed. As we journey into a new year, we have our eyes 
set on the future—full of promise and progress. The seeds planted 
over the last few years are beginning to sprout, and we hope you are 
as excited as we are to watch them grow.  

We are grateful for our community, for your continued support  
has allowed for us to care for this extraordinary place. 

With deep appreciation and warm regards,

K AY CARLSON , 
PRESIDENT & CEO

I N S P I R I N G 

STEWARDSHIP
The value that volunteers bring to our organization cannot be underestimated.  

Without the generosity of dedicated community members, we would not be able  
to accomplish all that we do. We’re so thankful to those who give their time,  

skills and energy towards our mission.

2,601
HOURS GIVEN OVER  

THE SUMMER TO  
SUPPORT CAMP

610
VOLUNTEERS

194
HOURS DONATED  

BY OUR TOP 
INDIVIDUAL  

VOLUNTEERS

KIMBERLY H. DYER 
PAST BOARD CHAIR,  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

JAMES DIXON 
BOARD CHAIR,  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

7,631
HOURS GIVEN BY VOLUNTEERS



VOLUNTEER  
OF THE YEAR:
NORMA STORER

ACTIVE VOLUNTEER WITH THE NATURE CENTER SINCE 2016

We are pleased to acknowledge Norma Storer as this year’s 
Volunteer of the Year! Recognized for her hard-work, dedication  
and friendly demeanor, Norma has been an active volunteer  
with the Nature Center since 2016. Her connection to the  
Nature Center is a deep and personal one that grew from  
pure happenstance. 

Before Norma and her husband moved to Shaker Heights from 
Pennsylvania, she was diagnosed with breast cancer. While in 
recovery, she found solace in nature. Her friends would take turns 
on 30-minute walks with her in her favorite nearby park, searching 
for herons to take her mind off her illness. It was one of Norma’s 
favorite things to do—bringing her comfort and hope during her 
time of need.

After the move, Norma was unpacking boxes and feeling 
overwhelmed by being in a new place, with none of the familiarities 
of her past. Still in recovery, she went for a walk to clear her mind 
and “stumbled” across the Nature Center. Upon entering, she 
looked up and a saw heron—her beacon of hope. Whether it was 
a sign from above, or what she notes as “moments of mysterious 
intrusion,” she knew then, that everything was going to be okay. 

From that moment forward, the now-retired nurse of 52 years  
and breast cancer survivor lends her time to us weekly, serving  
as a Welcome Desk volunteer assisting visitors and staff.





“I REALLY VALUE THE 
NATURE CENTER AS 

A LIT TLE PIECE OF 
WILDERNESS IN THE 

MIDDLE OF 
 THE NOISE AND  

HUBBUB OF URBAN 
LIVING. HALF THE 

ENJOYMENT I GET IS 
SEEING THE WONDER 
AND HAPPINESS OF  

THE CHILDREN  
WHO VISIT WHEN  

I AM THERE.”
- V I S I T O R

C O N S E R V I N G  O U R  

NATURAL AREA
Our mission has remained the same for 52 years—to protect and preserve  

our 20 acres of green space, while connecting people to nature and inspiring  
environmental stewardship. Our land serves as our community’s outdoor  

classroom, allowing nature to be the teacher to thousands of people  
of all ages each year.

40,000
VISITORS 

on our grounds 

202
STEWARDSHIP  
VOLUNTEERS  

assisted in conservation

871,200
SQUARE FEET  

of land maintained 

500+
NATIVE PERENNIALS 

planted

24+ 
INVASIVE SPECIES  

removed

1
RENOVATION 

to expand and enhance 
our outdoor classroom



CREATING LIFELONG  
CONNECTIONS

We have the privilege of teaching people of all ages about our  
natural world, building the foundation for lifelong connections  

to the outdoors. Rooted in providing hands-on field experiences,  
our applauded Applied Science for Kids (ASK!) program with  

the Cleveland Metropolitan School District aims to teach students  
in an urban setting about the importance of the environment. 

12,611
STUDENTS  

impacted through environmental education

5,652
STUDENTS   

served through our ASK! program with the  
Cleveland Metropolitan School District

2,975
PEOPLE    

served through family and adult programming

524
SUMMER CAMP PARTICIPANTS

93%
OF STUDENTS    

in the ASK! program demonstrated an increased 
understanding of how to care for the environment



OUR IMPACT

Through our programs with area schools, we have provided  
educational experiences to thousands of students over the past year, 
many of whom have little interaction with nature in their daily lives. 

We serve students like Jada, a Cleveland first grader, who walked off 
the bus and onto the Nature Center property, quiet and unsure. As 
she glanced around her, her face lit up with each step into the woods 
and each discovery on the trail. 

Throughout her field experience, Jada opened up, peering through 
a magnifying glass and asking inquisitive questions while getting her 
hands messy studying the soil. When it was time for her class to get  
on the bus, she said, with broad smile and joy in her voice,  

“I HAD NO IDEA HOW MUCH LIVES 
IN OUR DIRT. IT’S SO COOL!”
Because of our dedicated environmental educators, and support from 
our community to fund our programs, we’re able to make a difference 
in the lives of students, opening new doors of possibilities for them. 



C O N S E R V A T I O N

6,000
of waste diverted from landfills

LBS

of organic waste was composted on-site  
and used as soil to grow native plants

780 LBS

and 18,000 gallons of water by recycling 
2.5 tons of paper, plastic and aluminum

40+ TREES

saved by the installation of 1 new water 
bottle refilling station

670 PL ASTIC  
BOTTLES

2 0 1 8 A YEAR IN REVIEW

324
feather experiences 

conducted to  
learn how birds  

stay warm

26
family and adult 
programs were 

offered

24
Mason Bee Houses 

constructed to provide 
nesting for native bees

300
s’mores consumed  

on Family Campfire  
Night

819
new individuals  

joined us for 
programming

101
participants on 

Family Head Start 
day participated 
in a family hike

925
students sampled 

macro- 
invertebrates

S U M M E R  O U T D O O R  A D V E N T U R E  C A M P

524
spots filled

30
field trips around 
Northeast Ohio

6
camp scholarships 

awarded

4 
inventions were 

created by our young 
environmental scientists

combined, camp participants 
hiked more than

1,473,120 
feet while out exploring on a  

total of 340 hikes 

H I K E ,  R U N  &  E X P L O R E

450
soared through the air during archery

ARROWS

crossed the finish line
420 RUNNERS

100 TREE CLIMBERS

167
new member  
families gave  

over $18,000

197
member families  

have given consecutively 
for the past 20 years

1
60th wedding  

anniversary 
celebrated on site

45+
B’Earthday 

parties celebrated

8
weddings  

& rehearsals 
held at NCSL

A N N U A L  P L A N T  S A L E

$70,522
generated revenue from the Annual Plant Sale

55
native plants offered

360
homegrown plants  
donated and sold

523
Clevelander’s purchased plants for their home gardens

F L Y W A Y S  N O T  H I G H W A Y S

$212,462
generated revenue from this annual benefit

6
creative culinary experts  

delighted our guests taste buds

309,000 
earned impressions on Facebook

4.7 
star rating earned on Google Business

this year marked the 
18th year of migratory bird 

banding, totaling

18,024 
birds banded to-date

volunteers gave

$188,409 
worth of time in the past year

volunteers made up the 
equivalent of 

4 
full-time staff members

425 
students observed and  
recorded bird banding

1 
split rail fence installed by Eagle 

Scout Troup 662 to increase safety

 

 

 WE SAVED 

610 
volunteers



Kate D. Blaszak
Leigh H. Carter
Beth H. Gillespie
Jeanne V. Gordon
David A. Jarus
Jeffrey D. Kadlic
David J. Kaufman
Pamela LeRose
A. Malachi (‘Ki’) Mixon IV
Carrie Brumbaugh Shelfer
Heather M. Thiltgen

HONORARY LIFE TRUSTEES
Marjorie M. Drollinger
Cynthia M. Klug
Clara T. Rankin
Sally R. Schulze, Ph.D.
Julie A. West

ENDOWMENT  
FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
A. Chace Anderson
Cynthia Bassett
William G. Batcheller
David C. Fulton, Jr.
Margaret R. Giltinan

*AS OF SEPTEMBER 1, 2018

200+ HOURS
Ruffing Montessori School

150–199 HOURS
Chase Sloan
Margaret Poutasse
Norma Storer
Charles Stephenson
Andy Weiss

100–149 HOURS
Case Western Reserve University  
Cross Country Teams
Cindy Oakley
Camryn Koonce
Helena Souffrant
Jane Donnell
Anna Carpenter
David Carpenter
Andrew Philip

50–99 HOURS
James Collins
Robert Boyle
JJ Michelow
Eli Celeste-Cohen
Karen Ault

VOLUNTEERS

Eric & Jana Friess
Margaret Giltinan
Drs. Beth & Rob Gillespie
Kerianne & Graham Hearns
David Jarus & Karen Schuele
Jeffrey & Sarah Kadlic
David & Anne Lavelle
Ki & Tasha Mixon
Marge & Dan Moore
Melissa Richmond & William Watterson
Doug & Lisa Schattinger
Carrie & Scott Shelfer

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous Donors
Alexis Abramson & Chris Sklarin
Peter & Barbara Baetz-Greenwalt
Sherri Barr
Arthur V.N. Brooks
Jane C. Busch
Joanna & Peter Carfagna, Jr.
Peter A. & Rita M. Carfagna
Ruth Anna Carlson & Albert Leonetti
Tom & Ann Cicarella
Erica Collins
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Conway
Justin & Penelope Croniser
Albert DeGulis
Gregory J. DeGulis & Nada Hashem
Ruth J. Skuly & Leo A. Deininger
Sarah & Pawan Divakarla
The Dixon Family
Henry C. Doll
Marjorie M. Drollinger
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Furey
Drs. Beth & Rob Gillespie
Ms. Laura Gooch & Dr. David Kazdan
Mr. & Mrs. R.N. Gudbranson
Claudine & Thomas J. Hartland
Samuel & Kimberly Hartwell
Kathleen & Thomas Heffernan
Mrs. John A. Horner, Jr.
Helen B. & Erik M. Jensen
Brooks M. Jones, Jr.
Anne C. & Joseph K. Juster
David & Laura Kaufman
Joseph P. & Nancy F. Keithley
Malcolm E. Kenney
Karen Kidwell & Henry Billingsley
Donna & Stewart Kohl
Mark & Jean Koznarek
Phoebe Kraus
Barbara A. Lincoln
Dr. & Mrs. John T. Makley
Lynda & Arthur Charles Mayer

Linda Yanega
Henry Harte
Mary Jane Krivanka
Lisa Gannon
Dick Obermanns
Eva Nieman
Teddy Prokvorit
Wilder Geier 
Ben Wilson
Will Welsh
Clovis Westlund
Samual Grube
Sonali Khatri
Gross Schechter Day School
Towner Clements
Seema Khatri
Gabi Costa
Katie O’Connell
Michael Allen
Matt Kirchner
Nico Poggio
Audrey Burnard
Dasha Panigrahi
Bobby Boyle
CJ Keyes
Miranda Luse
Ben Witt
Dimitri  Pelletier
JCU Softball Team
KeyBank “Neighbors Make  
A Difference Day”
Positive Education Program- 
Greenville School
Lauren  Kadlic 
Beth Gillespie 
Hannah Baldwin
Case Western Reserve University Service Day

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT 

INDIVIDUALS 
$10,000+
Anonymous Donors

$5,000–$9,999
Harry Carlson
Thomas & Anne Hilbert

$2,500–$4,999
Cynthia Bassett
Kay Carlson & Rick Albaugh
Erin & Daniel Connell
Martha A. Connell
Thomas & Elinor Danford
Kimberly H. & John J. Dyer

OUR SUPPORTERS

STAFF
NATURE CENTER STAFF
Kay Carlson, President & CEO

Patty Albrecht, Membership & Annual Fund Manager
Jill Anderson, Visitor & Administrative Services Manager
Kristina Arthur, Volunteer Coordinator
Kim Bihler, Events Manager
Raja Byrnside King, Education Director
Christi Carlson, Welcome Desk Supervisor
Charles Collier, Facilities Assistant 
Caitlin Connick, Environmental Educator/Program Specialist
Michelle Hall, Bookkeeper
Marcia Fox, Welcome Desk Assistant
Lisa Golba, Early Childhood Environmental Educator
Katrina Heinzen, Part-time Environmental Educator
Thomas Hornberger, Facilities Director
Nick Mikash, Natural Resources Specialist
Julia Mitchell, Grants Manager
Jane Richards, Content Marketing Specialist
Lauren Schmidt, Camps and School Program Coordinator
Robert Sikora, Director of Development
Tania Younkin, Director of Marketing

ASSOCIATE STAFF
Penny Allen, Welcome Desk Associate
Shelly Bender, Environmental Educator
Bobby Boyle, Welcome Desk Associate  
Mary Jo Ciuni, Environmental Educator
Felicia Close, B’Earthday Party/Environmental Educator
Carl Friess, Welcome Desk Associate
Nicole Hindman, Welcome Desk Associate
Charles McShane, Welcome Desk Associate
Lisa Meade, B’Earthday Party/Environmental Educator
Mon’trel Myrick, Welcome Desk Associate
Meri Ruble, Environmental Educator
Andy Weiss, B’Earthday Party/Environmental Educator

*AS OF DECEMBER 1, 2018

CHAIR
James T. Dixon

EXECUTIVE COMMIT TEE
Kimberly H. Dyer
Karen G. Kidwell
Justin M. Croniser
David M. Reape
Erin B. Connell
Martha A. Connell
Graham P. Hearns

MEMBERS
Sherri A. Barr

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

John C. Morley
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Mulligan
Creighton B. Murch
Raymond & Katie Murphy
Courtney & Michael Novak
Ann Pearson & Matt Goldman
Jeffrey Potter & Ingrid Tolentino
Mrs. Clara T. Rankin
David & Paula Reape
James & Donna Reid
Drs. Edward & Teresa Ruch
John B. & Sally R. Schulze
Alice S. Sherman
Erin Holston Singh & Sanjay Singh
Kempton & Nancy King Smith
Frederick & Elizabeth Stueber
Bela Szigethy
Cynthia A. Taylor
Heather & Charles Thiltgen
William H. & Siobhan Thompson
The Wolpert Fund of 
The Cleveland Foundation
Timothy & Sandy Wuliger

$500–$999
Anonymous Donors
Paul & Connie Abbey
John C. Barber
Kimberly Barton & Douglas Orr
Jeffrey Bomberger & Elaine Thallner
Henry Boom & Anne Batzell
Ashley Boorstein
Jennifer & Peter Brooks
Jill & John Davies
Laura & Christopher Dean
William Doty, Architect
Dustin M. Dow
Martin D’Eramo
John & Sybil Eakin
Michael G. Eakin
Mity & Jef Fowler
Garyn & Christine Sheets
Carol Z. Gobel
Matthew & Miki Graban
Jonathon & Aimee Grimm
Chas & Jen Grossman
Christopher & Michelle Hall
Albert A. Hanes & Robert E. Hanes
Brian & Krystyna Harte
Ann T. Herbruck
Melissa J. Hintz & James M. Trapp
Sandy & Harry Holmes
Elaine Hutchins
Christopher K. & Amanda Jones
Jorge Rios & Ana Yepes-Rios
Harris Taylor

Kurt & Marybeth Karakul
Susan R. Kent & Benjamin Sperry
Lynn T. Landmesser
Patrick J. Leddy
Thomas & Kathleen Leiden
Ms. Toby D. Lewis
Cathy Anne Lincoln
Carol & Gilbert Lowenthal
John T. & Mary M. Mulligan
Megan & Mike McMahon
Trent & Irene Meyerhoefer
John T. & Mary M. Mulligan
Murlan J. Murphy, Jr. & Molly Dixon
Evelyn B. Newell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Reminger
Jaime Richmond Buran
Dorothy M. Sawyer
Jim Schade
Barbara & Terry Shockey
Sonkin & Koberna Co., L.P.A.
Harris Taylor
Kimberly Thompson-Schinagle
Nicky Turco
Michael VanNiel
Catherine & Dale Veres
Heather & Michael Weingart
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Weller: 
Pysht Fund
Julie A. West
Mr. & Mrs. Dickson L. Whitney, Jr.
Mayor & Mrs. Dennis Wilcox
Patrick M. Zohn

$250–$499
Louise Abrams & Robert Fuerst
Benjamin M. Adams
Jennifer Adams
Chace & Josie Anderson
Oakley V. Andrews
Roxanne Bain
Jacqueline & Harvey Barnett
Elane Better
Bonny Bird
Gerald J. Blake
Beth Brandt Sersig &  
Christopher Brandt
Jenny & Glenn Brown
Meredith & Scott Camp
Cindy Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Lee A. Chilcote Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Chisholm
Brian Coate
Mrs. Wan Collier
Eileen Connell
Lana A. Cowell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Cristal

Cindy L. Crosby
Keri Cupp
Linda & Michael Dudzinsky
Robert P. Duvin
Caroline & Robert Emmet
Hamilton & Lin Emmons
Michele Lynn English
Debbie & Tim Espy
Amy Eugene
Corinna & Yngve Falck-Ytter
Elizabeth & Mike Faremouth
Cindy Fink & Kemp Jaycox 
Tammy Freer
Geraldo & Erica Rivera
Larry Goddard
Steve & Jeanne Gordon
Richard S. Gray
Robert & Lalana Green
Mr. & Mrs. David Griesinger
David Hagen
Judith Hall
Alexandra H. Hanna
Tara Hata
Valerie & Joseph Henderson
David & Dozie Herbruck
Gretchen S. Herbruck
Sharon & Scott Holbrook
John E. & Paula Horner
John & Barbara Horrigan
Dr. & Mrs. Lansing Hoskins
John Huff, III  
Brian Hunnicutt
Joseph F. Hutchinson
Karen & Marc Jaffe
Jill Jefferis
Megan Kacvinsky
Nanette Webb & Varun Kalra
Carole J. Kass
Claude Kennard
Clark & Tricia Khayat
Charles H. King &  
Catherine E. Keating
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Kleinman
Cynthia & Paul Klug
John E. Kohl
Tania Younkin &  
Andrew Koonce
Ursula Korneitchouk
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Lafave, Jr.
John N. Lauer
Anita Lembach
Catherine & Robert Levy
Amanda Marie Lincoln
Lawrence V. Lindberg
Joseph MacDonald
Jeremie & Christina Maehr

Ed Markey
Joe & Eleni Matts
Neema & Ryan Mayhugh
Christopher C. &  
Gaylee J. McCracken
Charles & Patricia Mintz
Brenda & David Moore
Michael & Petra Moran
William R. & Barbara W. Morgan
Marjorie & Bert Moyar
Ryanne Mucha
Kate Fox & Dr. Sean Nagel
Denise & Doug Neary
Kim Nordstrom
Jay & Meg Nystrom  
Ms. Keely O’Bryan &  
Mr. David Landever
Sarah Ott-Hansen &  
George McGaughey
Elizabeth Phipps Owen
Lauren R. Pacini
Andrew & Amy Paine
Rhonda Parras
Brendan Patterson
Lilly Datta & Alan Peyrat
Larry & Julia Pollock
Linda & Thomas Pratt
Jennifer Proe
Stacy Quinn
Libby Ray
Courtney & Eric Ricchetti
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin S. Rosenthal
Jennifer & Jim Sammon
Robin & Andy Schachat
Dr. Richard Schlenk &  
Theresa Walsh
Christine & Jason Schoaf
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Schubert 
William & Dallas Schubert
Nancy P. Seitz
Julianna & Harris Senturia
Rina Shere
Dr. Raj Sindwani &  
Sangeeta Prakash
Jane M. Smith
Laurel & Sean Stack
Robert Stenson
Charles & Jean Stephenson
Drs. Christopher & Courtney 
Smalley Sutter
Suzanne & Tyler Taigen
David R. Tantlinger
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy M. Tuthill
Kenneth J. Vinciquerra
Dominic Visconsi, Jr.
Joseph Vitale

Tyler Wadsworth
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Wamsley, III
Amy Laughlin Wiedemer
Jamie Wood
Dudley D. Yost
Josie Znidarsic

$100–$249
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Abel
Drs. Tom & Abby Abelson
Dr. Louise Acheson
Albert T. Adams
William R. & Barbara W. Morgan
Bonnie E. White
Bruce & Barbara Akers
Harriett Allen
Nancy R. Allman
Murray & Connie Jean Altose
Mr. John C. Angus
Carol A. Armbrust
Susan Armstrong
Gail & Jim Arnold
Sheldon & Sharon Auerbach
David S. Barnes MD &  
Elizabeth S. Babcox MD
Geoffrey K. & Maryann D. Barnes
Dennis Barrie
Lin & Chris Bartel
Stefanie & J. Michael Bartley
Patricia Barz & Herbert Wiedemann
Joan & Benico Barzilai
Brian Bash
David Beach & Constance Magoulias
Ronald H. Bell
Mary & Dan Berick
Sandeep Bhatia
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Bier
Ms. Yvonne C. Billingsley
Frederic C. Bishko  
James D. Bond 
Mary O. & John J. Boyle, III
Amy & Stanley Brady
Margaret D. Bray & Charles Hoven
Marjorie Brintnall Shorrock
Gail Broughton
James Collins & Patricia Brownell
Dr. & Mrs. William E. Bruner II
Joan Trey & Daniel Brustein
Gary Bryenton
Sarah & Dave Budnar
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy M. Tuthill
Melissa J. Hintz & James M. Trapp
Ann C. Calkins
Kathryn Canaday
John & Anders Carlson
David Carney

Leigh H. Carter
Helmut F. Cascorbi
Thomas Castele
Elizabeth Dreben & Hillel Chiel
Sally & Henry Chisholm
Norman A. Clemens
Catherine Connell
Gayle & Daniel Cronin
Dr. Beverly Barrett Dahms
Peter W. & Susan G. Danford
Charles W. & Mary Ann Davis
Barbara Claas & Jeffrey Dean
Meg Degulis
Michael & Jan Devereaux
Dave Devey
Susanne & Matthew Dickerson
Leslie Dingeldein
Judy Donley
Jane K. Donnell
Timothy J. & Jane Duff
Mary Erdmans
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Ernst
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Fabens
Margaret Farrar
Dr. Victor & Mrs. Carolyn Fazio
Matthew Feinberg
Edward S. & Catherine Feldman
Patricia L. Ferrara
Florence & J. Donald Fitzgerald
Lisa Forbes
Marcia Fox
Lois Freedman  
Carolyn C. Freer
Barbara & Roger French
Dr. & Mrs. Avrum Froimson
Daniel G. Fuller
William M. Ganger
Lisa Gannon
Stephen H. Gariepy
Scott & Ann Garson
William Gaskill & Kathleen Burke
Valerie & Jay Geller
Ellen & Mark Genger
Dulcey Barr & Brian Gingerich
Barbara Ginn
Walter & Anne Ginn
Char Glatley
Richard Goddard & Anne Unverzagt
Timothy Unverzagt Goddard
Fran Golden
Mr. & Mrs. Randall J. Gordon
Jonatha Gott
Lorraine Coley Gray
Wendy Gray
Andrew L. & Judy Green
Walter Duvall & David Gregory



GENERATIONAL GIVING

Over the past 52 years, we’ve had the pleasure of witnessing 
generations of families shaping the future of this treasured space. 
Passed down from parents to their children, a strong tradition of 
involvement to help us protect and preserve this vital green space  
has made a tremendous impact on the long-term sustainability of  
the Nature Center. 

One family in particular has had a remarkable history of involvement 
with the Nature Center. For more than 45 years, and the Lavelle 
family has actively supported our mission, through a variety of means. 

It all began in 1970 when Nancy Lavelle found herself preparing 
appetizers for a fundraiser to support the newly established Nature 
Center. What began as a small gesture has grown into nearly five 
decades of service. Nancy, with the support of her husband Neal, 
would go on to serve as a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Nature Center from 1974 through 1993. Neal’s sister, Kathy 
Heffernan, served as President of the Nature Center Board from 
2003–2005, encouraging younger members of the family to 
become involved.

After spending his childhood days on these very grounds, Nancy’s 
son, David Lavelle, followed in his mother’s footsteps, becoming a 
board member in 2006. David and his wife Ann would eventually 
bring their three children to the Nature Center, enrolling them in  
our summer camps and attending many of our programs. 

The three generations of the Lavelle family have supported the  
Nature Center in a multitude of ways, including the funding of a  
recent enhancement to our outdoor classroom. In honor of their  
loyal service throughout the years, this new space was dedicated  
as ‘The Lavelle Family Amphitheater’ which greatly expanded our 
abilities to teach outdoors, surrounded by nature.

MAKING AN IMPACT OVER THE PAST 45 YEARS





Sally & Robert Gries
Peter & Joanne Griesinger
Burt W. Griffin
Andrew & Lois Gross
Lindy Grossman
William O. Gruber
Ben B. Gunter, Jr.
Terry & Kathy Gutgsell
Dr. Judith Haas & Mr. Douglas Haas
Elaine G. Hadden
Kirsten Hagesfeld
Russell V. Hall
David C. Halley
Meghan Hays & David Crampton
Alfred D. Heggie, MD
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Herrick, Jr.  
Karl W. & Betty M. Hess
Laura V. Hill
Melissa Hill
Annette & Brett Himes
Ellen Hoffman
Debra & Jason Hollander
Dick & Sarah Hollington
Laura K. Hong & Tom Kovach
Don Horn & Joaquim Voss
J. Robert & Priscilla C. Horst
Michael J. Horvitz
Joan & Russell Horwich
Roy & Mary Ann Hulme
Norman Hyams
James & Gale Jacobsohn  
Bernice K. Jefferis
Carl M. Jenks
Caroline Kaczala
Emilie Kadish
SR. Bernadette Kamin
Paul Kangas
Marilyn & Howard Karfeld
Bernard L. Karr
Donald J. Katt
Mr. Jeff Katz & Ms. Judith Malone
Jack & Mary Ann Katzenmeyer
Amanda Kelly
Marty & Dennis M. Kelly
Lawrence T. Kent
Mary Ann & Douglas Kerr
Steven Kestner
Dr. Michael J. King
Susan Klarreich
Nina Klein, M.D.
Paul J. Klodor, Jr.
Linda & Tim Koelz
Douglas & Jennifer Kohler
S. Lee Kohrman
Terry Kovel
Scott Krupkin & Mary Zenisek

S. Ernest Kulp, III
Stephen Kushnick
Catherine & Kevin La Croix
Mr. William B. La Place
Charles Lafave
William Lafave
Nana W. Landgraf
Gosta & Ingegard Pettersson
John & Kristin Lavelle
Sharmon Sollitto & Michael Lederman
Earl M. Leiken
Robert E. Lemmers
Morton & Judith Levin
Cathy L. Lewis
Jenny Lewis
Doris & Joel Lieber
Carolyn & David Lincoln
Richelle Lincoln  
Rosalie M. Litt
Fred Livingstone
Philip Regan & Heather Long
Susan & Bruce Lowe
Randall D. Luke
Arthur H. Lundberg
Maureen Harrington & Gordon Maas
Molly Machmer-Wessels
Dr. Elizabeth P. MacIntyre
Linda Macklin
Robert & Katherine Mahoney
Christian & Vanessa Maier
James D. Bond
James & Susan Marder
Nancy Van Aken Marti
Lauren & Jeff Martin  
Mary Ann & Duane Hile
Farah Munir & Bradley Masi
Joe & Eleni Matts
James & Kathe Mayer
Marissa Mayer
Judge & Mrs. Robert C. McClelland
Barb & David McDonald
Suzanne G. McGinness
Susan V. McKimm
Thomas C. McLaughlin
Sterling S. McMillan
Sandra & Donald M. McPherson
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Medalie
Barbara C. Megery
Mr. Cecil R. Mellin
Guy V. & Katy Mercer
Rosemary & Charles Merchant
Dave Shelton & Anna Mitchell
Julia Mitchell
Elizabeth Mixon
Erin Gay Miyoshi
Janet & Joseph Mollmann

Mr. Thomas C. Montello
Carol Montlack
Nancy R. Moore
Joseph J. & Barbara H. Nahra
Dale R. & James B. Naylor IV
Spencer Neth
Katherine Newcomm
Ann & Bryan Willis  
Robert & Gail O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Omelsky
Katherine & Lawrence Osborne
Richard & Jude Parke
Evalyn Gates & Eric Pelander
David & Terri Perelman-Hall
Barbara Peskin
Todd D. & Lydia F. Peter
Laura Peterson
Gosta & Ingegard Pettersson
Daniel Pierce
William T. Plesec &  
Susan M. Stechschulte
Laurie Pogel
Dorothea & Michael Polster
Zac Ponsky
David Porter & Margaret Poutasse
Rebecca & Patrick Price
Diana Ramirez & Aaron Proweller
Sridhar & Sarojini Rao
Susan Ratner
Robert & Judith Rawson
Neal R. Restivo  
Harry K. Richards &  
Judith A. Richards
Sarah & William Robertson
Allyson Robichaud
Norma E. Rodgers
Marya & Todd Rogers
Drs. Michael F. & Nancy J. Roizen
James J. & Connie Roop
Cari R. & Bill Ross
Christina Ross
Robert C. Ruhl
Janine & Edward Rybka
Aliki & Peter Rzepka
Mary Jo & Robert Salata
Mary Ann & Duane Hile
Dell Salza
Steve & Anne Sanford
Gary & Kathleen Sardon
John Sauerland
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Schelling
Diane S. Schwartz
Paula F. Seger
Warren Selman
Marianne & John Sheridan
Joyce J. Shinn

Joanne Siegel & Walter Thiem
Rob Sikora
Jim Simler
Dr. Brian & Dr. Ann Skerry
Kathy Smachlo & David Kaplan
Deborah A. Smith
Judson E. & Anita Smith
Kristen Smith
Katherine Solender
Susan M. Soltis
Peggy Spaeth
Marilyn & Joel Sprayregen
Laura Steinbrink
Lael Stone
Peter A. & Cindy Straffon
Penny & David Strauss
Judy Stuelpe
Patricia Substelny
Annette & Mark Sutherland
Joseph H. & Ellen B. Thomas
George H. Thompson
Peggy Thompson
Jane R. Tidwell
Joan Tomkins & William Busta
Katherine & Kenneth Torgerson
Martha & Edward Towns
Howard Tucker  
Karen & Robert Tucker
Tom Turco
Mary F. Twomey & Nancy Thrams
Jack & Blanche Valancy
Greg & Monica Van Niel
Ernest E. Vargo
Eileen Walsh
F. Carl Walter
Betsy Warner
Wendy & Jay Wasman
Marilyn W. Weston
Bonnie E. White
P. Cooper & Deborah L. White
Eugene & Marjorie Wiemels
Diane & James Wilcox
Ann & Bryan Willis
Christopher J. Wozniak &  
Susan Strauss
Christie Yonkers
Edward S. & Jane F. Young
Julia Kious Zabell
Nancy H. Zambie
Ms. Erin E. Zelin
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen B. Zinn
Harold & Vanessa Zion & Evans
David Zordan & Janet McGrath
Mr. & Mrs. Kalman Zucker & 
Family

CORPORATIONS  
& FOUNDATIONS 
$10,000+
Abington Foundation
AHS Foundation
Eva L. & Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
The Cleveland Foundation
Higley Fund of  
The Cleveland Foundation
Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Nord Family Foundation
Charles L. Pack Charitable Trust
Parker Hannifin
PNC Foundation
The Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust
The George Gund Foundation
Thomas H. White Foundation
The George Garretson Wade Charitable 
Trust #2

$5,000–$9,999
The Callahan Foundation
The George W. Codrington Charitable 
Foundation
Dominion Foundation
Edward Jones Investments
Heinen’s Fine Foods
Hyatt Legal Plans
KeyBank
Leikin Motor Company
The Murch Foundation
Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
Third Federal Foundation

$2,500–$4,999
Ancora
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
Clearstead Advisors, LLC (Hartland & Co.)
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Cyrus Eaton Foundation
First National Bank
The Harry K. Fox and Emma R. Fox 
Charitable Foundation
Gebauer Company
Hahn, Loeser & Parks LLP
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services
Huntington National Bank
Jackson Lewis PC
McMahon DeGulis LLP
Mixon Private Foundation
Resilience Capital Partners
PolyOne Corporation
The Sam J. Frankino Foundation
Seagate Investment Company, LP

Sears-Swetland Family Foundation
Solarflo Corporation
Thompson Hine LLP  
Tucker Ellis LLP
United Way of Cleveland
UVAS Foundation
Wellspring Financial Advisors

$1,000–$2,499 
Banks-Baldwin Foundation
Brouse McDowell, LPA
C & K Industrial Services
Corning Incorporated Foundation
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Cleveland Heights Family Foundation
Eileen M. Burkhart & Co, LLC
GPD Group Employees Foundation Inc.
CMH Accounting
Jones Day
Milton A. & Charlotte R. Kramer 
Charitable Foundation
The Milton and Tamar Maltz Family 
Foundation
Montlack Realty
Network Dynamics
Progressive Insurance Foundation
The Sherwin Williams Foundation
Thomas McDonald Partners
Whole Foods Market
Margaret W. Wong & Associates

$500–$999
AllianceBernstein
fire Food & Drink
Hathaway Brown School
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Meritech
State Farm Insurance/Betsy Warner

$250–$499
First Unitarian Church of Cleveland
Forest City Tree Protection Co.
Good Nature Organic Lawn Care
UBS Giving Programs
MotoPhoto

$100–$249
Cleveland Hiking Club
Cleveland Running Company LLC
F. Buddie Contracting, LTD
Process Canine
HMA Promotions, Inc.
Jubilee Gifts in the Heights
Mac’s Books-Books on Coventry
Passport to Peru
Roeder Consulting
Scioto Gardens

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
FY2018 (UNAUDITED)

NET OPERATING REVENUE**: $68,735.78

**�EXCLUDES DEPRECIATION AND OTHER ADJUSTING ENTRIES.  
INCLUDES A BEQUEST OF $37,868.

REVENUE: CONTRIBUTED

PL ANNED GIF TS
$37,868.44

GOVERNMENT FUNDING
$73,485.00

ENDOWMENT (DISTRIBUTION)
$95,016.00

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
$212,560.99

E VENTS
$288,607.80

CORPOR ATIONS/FOUNDATIONS
$403,846.07

3%

5%

7%

15%

21%

30%

FACILIT Y RENTAL S/MERCHANDISE (NE T)
$41,870.75

TOTAL REVENUE: $1,372,318.13

REVENUE: EARNED

PROGR A M FEES
$219,063.08

3%

16%

TOTAL EXPENSES: $ 1,303,582.35

EXPENSES

M ARKE TING
$74,991.67

M ANAGEMENT & GENER AL
$151,741.99

FUNDR AISING
$236,072.16

FACILITIES & L AND M ANAGEMENT 
$251,172.53

EDUC ATION & OUTRE ACH
$589,604.00

6%

12%

18%

19%

45%

Wine Spot
Verne & Ellsworth Hann, Inc
Woodworth’s Middleridge Farms

GOVERNMENT 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
Cleveland-Cuyahoga County  
Port Authority

ENDOWMENT 
Cynthia Bassett
The Estate of Bettie Joyce Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M. Miller
UBS Employee Giving Programs

JEAN EAKIN FUND 
Dr. Louise Acheson
Gautam Apte
John C. Barber
Gayle & Daniel Cronin
Linda & Michael Dudzinsky
John & Sybil Eakin
Michael G. Eakin
C. Robert Finkelstein
Ms. Laura Gooch & Dr. David Kazdan
Andrew W. Jones
Anna Julnes
Paula Lozano
Laura Peskin
Gerda Christine Carlson &  
Scott Radway
E.J. Rothman Charitable Gift Fund
Peggy Spaeth
Karin Tanquist & Patrick Coy
Kenneth J. Vinciquerra

IN KIND DONORS 
Banter: Bottles, Sausages, Poutine
Barre 3
Kristen & John Bartels
Batuqui
Michael Berg
Bicycle Blvd.
Blissfull Foot Spa
Blue Streak Camps
Bluestone Perennials
Boston Mills/Bradywine Ski
Bottlehouse Brewery
Dave Brown Images
Meredith Camp
Kay Carlson
Harry Carlson
Chattam Pottery
Cleveland Hiking Club
Cleveland Natural History Museum
Cleveland Skating Club

Cleveland Water Company
Cleveland Yoga
Erin Connell
Corus 45
Davis Tree Farm
Greg DeGulis
Susan Delaney
Kristen Deramo
Sarah & Pawan Divakarla
Paul Driesen
Kimberly & John Dyer
Edwins
Thomas Fallon Photography
fire
Fount
Gigi’s on Fairmount
Drs. Beth & Robert Gillespie
Glidden House
Good Nature
The Greater Cleveland Film 
Commission
Groovy Grooming
Graham Hearns
Heights Frames
Katrina Heinzen
Toby Holub
Ingenuity Cleveland
J. Pistone’s Market
Lari Jacobson
Alexa Jankowsky
Dave Jarus
Jones Bones BBQ
Sarah Kadlic
Doug Katz
Kids Wish Network
Kurtz Bros.
Christina LaMarca
Laurel School
Laurice Skin Care and Cosmetics
Lavish Color
Julie & Pat Leddy
Lola
Macaroni Kid
Mammoth Distillery
Marigold Catering
Marotta’s
Miracle Performance
Mitchell’s Ice Cream
Kate and Sean Nagel
New Vista
Liz Newman
Optometric Associates, LLC 
(Drs. Glosik & Glosik)
P.K. Wadsworth Heating & 
Cooling
Shayna Pentecost

Process Canine
Rachel Katz Jewelry
Raw Trainer
Geraldo Rivera
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
Rolling Beans Espresso
Running Forward and Giving Back Inc.
Rustbelt Reclamation
Jennifer Sammon
Leanne Sauerland
Elle Schmidt
Sea Glass Fine Art Photography
Shaker Youth Soccer Association
Shawn Paul Salon
Carrie & Scott Shelfer
Sibling Revelry Brewing
Brooke Slater
Sarah Sloboda Photography
Spa 322 in Little Italy
Spa Walden
Spice Kitchen + Bar
The Spoth Family
Sandy & Ken Stauffer
Charles Stephenson
Stone Oven
Tavern Co.
Nicky Turco
Tom Turco
Vincent Lighting
Drs. James & Kristin Voos
Theresa Walsh
Caroline Walsh
Walt Disney World
Sue Weir
White Cloud Pilates
Whole Foods
Wild Birds Unlimited
The Wine Spot
Western Reserve  
Area Agency on Aging
Yoga Roots
Tania Younkin
Zac Bruell Events

IN MEMORY 
Deborah Adler
Bill Beacham
Jeffrey Michael Beacham
Alfred Cahen
Diana Kahn Taylor
Michael Kangas
Anne Mulligan Marcus
Gary Neuman
Aileen O’Brien
Marie Salkin

Florence Spurney
Jessica Van Dyke

IN HONOR 
Aliza & Asher Fryman
Kathy Heffernan
Chris & Marilyn Langmack
Elinor Polster

EVERGREEN SOCIET Y 
Hope & Stanley Adelstein*
Bettie Joyce Baker*
Mrs. Anne H. Burton*
Jane Busch
Kathryn A. Carlson
Ruth Anna Carlson &  
Albert Leonetti
Sharon A. Coyle
Ruth J. Skuly & Leo A. Deininger
Gary J.* & Winnie* Dietsch
John E. Doxsey*
Mrs. John Drollinger, Jr.
Kathy & Tom Heffernan
Ann T. Herbruck
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Horner
Mr.* & Mrs. Walter C. Kelley
Patricia & S. Ernest Kulp, III
Dr. & Mrs. John T. Makley
William Mau*
Lynda & Charlie Mayer
Edith D. Miller
William & Margaret* Mitchell
Mrs. Eloise Morgan*
Michael & Courtney Novak
Mrs. Alfred M. Rankin
John B. & Sally R. Schulze
Mrs. Billie Smith*
Deborah A. Smith
Mrs. Anne K. Stueber*
Paxton Van Sweringen

*DECEASED

SEPTEMBER 1, 2017–AUGUST 31, 2018

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 
extends its deepest appreciation 
to the many donors, members and 
institutional supporters whose 
generous contributions helped 
ensure a successful year.

We apologize for any omissions.  
If your name has been omitted or 
listed incorrectly, please contact 
Patty Albrecht at 216.321.5935 ext. 
232 or albrecht@shakerlakes.org.



WAYS TO GIVE
Because we receive no property or income tax, we rely solely on  
the generous contributions of individuals, members, foundations  
and corporations to deliver our mission. Your gift is vital and will  
ensure that we remain open and free to the public, connecting  
future generations to nature.  

MEMBERSHIP Become a member by giving a gift at one of 
our six levels ranging from $50–1000+. Each membership has 
progressive benefits, including early and discounted registration rates 
and 10% off our Duck Pond Gift Shop.

ANNUAL FUND This annual campaign is a year-round effort 
to raise funds necessary to support the daily operations of our 
organization, including the maintenance of our trails and facility. Gifts 
of any size are appreciated and are tax-deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law.

THE HERON SOCIETY The Heron Society recognizes our 
dedicated donors who give $1,000, or more, annually. In addition to  
a host of membership benefits, Heron Society patrons enjoy access  
to exclusive events and behind-the-scenes opportunities. 

TRIBUTE GIFTS Make a gift to the Nature Center in memory  
or celebration of someone special. We have many opportunities to 
make a tribute gift, including our sustainable Tribute Tree program.

THE EVERGREEN SOCIETY Membership is open to 
anyone who invests in the future of the Nature Center through a 
planned gift. Individuals may designate gifts for a specific purpose  
or offer broad support through a gift to the Endowment Foundation.

ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION Early supporters of the 
Nature Center had the foresight to create the Shaker Lakes Regional 
Nature Center Endowment Foundation to establish consistent 
funding and long-term security for our future. Donations to the 
Endowment Foundation are strategically invested by its Board, which 
allocates annually a percentage of the revenue from those investments 
to the Nature Center for daily operations, guaranteeing a source of 
income each year. Generally, bequests, memorial donations, and other 
designated gifts are placed in the Endowment Foundation. Donations 
to the Endowment Foundation remain a living legacy, ensuring that  
the Nature Center will exist into perpetuity.



The Nature Center is and will always be a transparent organization 
that is thankful for the gifts our community members bestow  
upon us in order to further our mission. We are pleased to share 
that our organization has been awarded the top 4-star rating by 
Charity Navigator for our commitment to fiscal responsibility and 
healthy governance. 

ROBERT SIKORA 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

216.321.5935, ext. 223
sikora@shakerlakes.org

PAT T Y ALBRECHT 
MEMBERSHIP AND ANNUAL FUND M ANAGER

216.321.5935 ext 232
albrecht@shakerlakes.org 

2600 South Park Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44120
SHAKERLAKES.ORG

PLEASE CONTACT US
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
RANGE OF GIVING OPTIONS



“THIS PLACE HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF JOY  

FOR MY FAMILY FOR THE 40+ YEARS THAT WE  

HAVE LIVED IN SHAKER. FROM THE TIME OUR  

CHILDREN WERE VERY SMALL, WE HAVE HAD  

THE CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE THE WILD,  

LISTEN TO THE WINDS, TO SEE HERONS AND  

WALK THROUGH THE TREES.”

- Friend of the Nature Center

2600 South Park Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44120
216.321.5935  •  naturecenter@shakerlakes.org

#S H A K E R L A K E S

S H A K E R L A K E S .O R G

CONSERVING A NATUR AL ARE A , CONNEC TING PEOPLE WITH NATURE , AND INSPIRING ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Photos courtesy of Dave Brown Images


