
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Discovering Your Third Place

SEPTEMBER 1, 2023–AUGUST 31, 2024



Dear Friends
As the vibrant colors of fall fade, we now embrace the winter season in Northeast Ohio— 
a time filled with snow, joy, and warmth of community. For our team, this season also brings 
reflection on the past year and excitement as we plan for a dynamic 2025 filled with robust 
offerings to our visitors and program attendees.

This fall, we celebrated the ceremonious transfer of the Board Chair seat from Meg Hunter  
to Justin Croniser. The dedication of our leadership and Trustees continue to inspire our team. 
2024 was a strategic planning year for our Board and Staff, and with an exciting and ambitious 
direction, we are honored to embrace our oasis in the trees and honor what a special place it  
is for all.

This past year was a record-breaking one for the organization in many ways. What stands  
out the most is the joy of seeing my “second space” (work) and my “third space” in life come 
together. The progress we’ve made this year will enhance the experiences of everyone who 
considers the Nature Center their own third space. From full scale stream restoration projects 
and robust tree canopy plans to elevating our annual Nature at Night event, we’re excited  
to share this journey with you over the next 12 months.

In the cold months ahead, know you have a warm place and hot cocoa waiting for you here  
at the Nature Center. If that means visiting for a quiet winter hike or attending one of our  
Winter Warm Up series programs, we hope to see you soon!
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MEET MARIA ASHER 
DIRECTOR OF GRANTS  

& FOUNDATION RELATIONS  

In an effort to place more focus on fundraising 
and development initiatives to support  

the organization’s strategic initiatives and mission,  
the Nature Center recently restructured  

the development office. One of the key changes  
was to create this position. Through this newly 

elevated role and focus, Maria Asher has  
stepped in and identified key funding sources  

that will have a positive and lasting effect  
on the organization.

At the Nature Center, we are more than a destination—our goal is to become  
a true “Third Place” for all in our community. Beyond home (the first place) and  
work (the second place), a third place is where people gather to recharge and  
build connections; it’s top of mind when searching for meaningful and tangible 
peace, spirit, and fellowship. We invite everyone to make this natural space their 
own, where learning, relaxation, and inspiration coexist in an inviting environment. 
Whether you’re exploring the trails, joining in on workshops, or simply warming  
up inside by our fireplace, we are here as a welcoming third place for all.

In 2023, the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes (NCSL) entered a new chapter,  
one marked by its first foray into government grant funding. Historically,  
public funds had not been leveraged, but with President & CEO Peter Bode’s 
vision, opportunities emerged to apply for government grants that align with  
the  expanding vision. The shift has opened doors to a new era of growth and 
collaboration in the community.

With the full-time dedication of Maria Asher, Director of Grants & Foundation 
Relations, the Nature Center has been able to explore and secure key funding 
sources, both private and public. Notably, NCSL received it’s first-ever arts grant 
from the Ohio Arts Council’s ArtSTART program, as well as support from the  
Nord Family Foundation. The ArtSTART grant supports Summer Wednesdays  
and other seasonal arts programming, allowing deeper community engagement 
through the intersection of arts and nature. 

The expansion into government funding, however, goes beyond arts programming. 
The receipt of Cuyahoga County’s Healthy Urban Tree Canopy (HUTC) grant 
marks another first for the organization. This grant enables the Nature Center to 
conduct essential tree inventory, risk assessment, invasive species removal, and to 
plant 234 native trees along West Park Boulevard. The HUTC grant is an essential 
part of countywide efforts to promote a healthier, more sustainable tree canopy.

In addition to these grants, the Nature Center was awarded OhioEPA Large  
Scale Restoration Grant funding through the Ohio 319 Program, part of a national 
initiative to reduce nonpoint source pollution and protect Ohio’s surface water 
resources. With this funding the organization will restore 1,500 linear feet  
of stream. This grant is a vital part of NCSL’s commitment to restoring local 
ecosystems and preserving water quality.

Securing government grants not only provides critical funding but also helps  
the Nature Center tell its story to new audiences and potential funders. These 
grants have opened doors for future opportunities, expanding the impact on 
community, environment, and beyond. Improvements made possible through  
grant funding ensures your third place continues to be protected and offer  
dynamic experiences. Through both public and private funding, the Nature  
Center at Shaker Lakes is poised for continued growth and success.

Opening Doors 
for Grant Funding



Optimizing  
Resources  
to Inspire Future  
Environmental  
Stewards
The Nature Center’s education team works diligently to  
stretch donor dollars and grants to maximize impact. In 2024,  
we provided 800+ school programs within 180 school days  
using only four classrooms on site. While we prefer hosting 
students at the Nature Center, in addition to classroom  
limitations, transportation can also be a barrier. As a result,  
the education team built several creative ways to reach students. 
Multiple modes of delivery help us maximize reach, especially 
during our busiest seasons. Regardless of the program format,  
our goals remain the same: to inspire young environmental 
stewards through science-based educational curriculum and 
incorporate nature into their daily routine.

BY THE NUMBERS

826826 PROGRAMS TO 15,03515,035 PEOPLE 
The education team delivered 826 programs to 15,035 people 
(students, teachers, and parent chaperones).

180180 LEARNING DAYS 
The majority of school districts have 180 learning days and 
with limited classroom space, we offer both virtual and offsite 
programming to maximize reach. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FUNDING

358358 WERE FUNDED BY SCHOOLS

9696 OFFERED AT DISCOUNT WITH GRANT SUPPORT

372372 WERE FREE WITH GRANT SUPPORT

METHOD OF DELIVERY

483483 IN-PERSON AT NCSL

301301 IN-PERSON ALTERNATE LOCATION

4242 VIRTUAL

372% 358%

96%

483%301%

42%



HERE IS WHAT EDUCATORS HAD TO SAY ABOUT THEIR RECENT SCHOOL PROGRAM

“The students were so excited to see birds they  
read about in class in their natural setting.”

“My students really enjoyed the activities and talked  
about going outside and looking for animals.  

They also seemed to want to explore nature more when  
outside on nature walks directly after the program.”

“One of my autistic students became captivated by  
worms and forests after visiting. The next day I took  
him out to an area near our school to find worms and  

we have done a few virtual forest visits as well.”

INSPIRE



Cultivating a 
Welcoming Third 
Space for All
In 2024 the Nature Center expanded programming to reach new 
audiences and welcome visitors to our space. Community outreach 
is a strong way for the Nature Center to utilize new channels  
and build partnerships, which invite first-time visitors. Embodying  
our role as a Third Place means all feel welcome and encouraged  
to enjoy nature.

Expanding the Community Engagement Manager position and 
strengthening our Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility 
(DEIA) Committee, has  increased opportunities to reach 
community members with diverse interests. Summer Wednesdays, 
Natural Resources and unique program themes were noticeable 
areas of growth for our programming calendar. The focus was to 
combine nature themes with interesting formats to create 
innovative programs.

Especially successful programs included Winter Warmup Whiskey 
Tasting, Historic Homes Tour, Seed Collection Workshops,  
Drag in Bloom (pictured below), and Boozy Birding—a casual  
and welcoming introduction to the world of birding!

DEIA COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS 
The DEIA committee began FY24 with a goal of looking 
inward. The committee’s goal was to reflect on the history  
of our community, challenge assumption, and implement 
strategies throughout various departments. 

RETREATRETREAT 
In October 2023, the staff and board attended a two-day 
retreat led by Lance Bennett of L.E.B. Partners. Lance led  
the team through the personal work of self-reflection and 
incorporating observations into daily strategies.

IN THE COMMUNIT YIN THE COMMUNIT Y 
In June, the committee toured Rid-All, an urban farm,  
and shared a delicious farm-to-table meal. Despite its 
proximity, most of the group hadn’t been to Rid-All.  
This highly-anticipated trip was beneficial as the organization 
looks forward to future partnerships.  

ACTING ACTING AND PL ANNING PL ANNING 
Work was focused on integrating DEIA initiatives throughout 
the organization and its departments. The committee hosted 
meetings in which staff and board celebrated achievements 
and developed methods to deepen our impact.



CONNECT

“It was inspiring to  
attract and engage diverse  

audiences through dynamic arts,  
social, environmental exploration,  

family-friendly, and health  
related programing. I enjoyed  

collaborating with so many new  
community partners.”   

— 
NIA TURNER 
Community  

Engagement Manager

“Visitation has doubled  
over the past 20 years,  

the Duck Pond gift shop now  
includes more local vendors.  

I’ve noticed increased routine groups  
of adults with special needs.”  

— 
RACHEL WELLER 

Visitor Services  
and Office Manager

“I was excited to  
see continued growth  

of underserved students  
and campers receiving  
financial aid dollars.”  

— 
HUNTER HAMMIL 
Outdoor Adventure  

Camp Manager



Expanding  
Natural Resources 
Capacity through 
AmeriCorps
This past year was the first time the Nature Center was able to  
welcome an AmeriCorps service member to our staff. AmeriCorps 
provides support to organizations dedicated to the improvement  
of communities through funding and people power. Northern  
Ohio Watershed Corps (NOWCorps) is an AmeriCorps program 
funded through ServeOhio and sponsored by Tinker’s Creek 
Watershed Partners, serving northeast Ohio.

NOWCorps places service members with local conservation 
organizations, helping expand capacity for ecological restoration, 
educational outreach, volunteer management and more. Service 
members receive a monthly stipend and upon completion of their 
year of service, an educational award that can assist with expenses. 
Members also receive training, networking and experience as  
they make their way into these career fields. The host organization 
covers a portion of the program costs and in return receives a full- 
time service member for one year.

In our first year with NOWCorps, Miranda Luse (pictured right) 
joined our team. Her work with the Natural Resources team was 
invaluable in educating, connecting, and inspiring school groups 
and volunteers. Her vast knowledge of environmental science and 
past experience with the Nature Center made her an especially 
ideal fit for the role.

Along with the Natural Resources team, environmental stewards, 
and volunteers, Miranda supported invasive plant and bug removal, 
trail maintenance projects, and revamped our incredibly popular 
seed library program. She created the “What’s in Bloom” guide  
and similar signage for visitors, and implemented other enhanced 
educational signage in the exhibit space. We are grateful for the 
talent, creativity, and knowledge Miranda brought to this role!

We are excited to continue the NOWCorps partnership, which 
expands the capacity of our natural resources team and the scope 
of our educational programming.



CONSERVE

“Our volunteers are real  
force multipliers for our small  

Natural Resources department.  
Their passion and hard work help us make 

immediately visible improvements  
to our habitats. We were also so lucky to  

have the support of our AmeriCorps conservation  
specialist this year. Miranda helped increase  

our capacity and grow our public programming  
and outreach. With community support  

we can do so much more!” 
— 

NICK MIKASH 
Natural Resources  

Manager

“Thanks to the dedication  
of our volunteers, this year  

we were able to successfully remove  
over 24,000 square feet of invasive  
species. This included replanting  
with native species that will help  

to promote more biodiverse habitats  
for years to come.” 

— 
KYLE WARREN 

Natural Resources  
Technician



Birding
RESURGENCE INRESURGENCE IN



Backyard birding, once considered a niche hobby, has seen a 
notable rise in popularity across the U.S., especially in regions  
like Northeast Ohio. This increase is partly due to the pandemic  
as more people sought ways to engage with nature in their own 
backyards. Birdwatching offered a peaceful escape and a way  
to connect with the outdoors without leaving home. 

At the Nature Center and surrounding areas, this new level  
of interest is noteworthy. The Shaker Parklands is home to eight 
unique habitats including forests, wetlands, and urban green 
spaces, which serve as a crucial stopover for migratory birds and  
is home to a variety of species year-round. The boardwalk and 
Stearns Woodland Trail offer prime viewing locations and experts 
like Julie West provide guidance that further fuel the interest  
in birdwatching.

One driving factor behind the growing popularity is accessibility. 
Birding doesn’t require a lot of expensive equipment—many 
enthusiasts start with a pair of binoculars and a guidebook, on  
a guided walk, or using an app like Merlin ID. The hobby is also

family-friendly and accessible to people of all ages, making it 
appealing to a broader demographic. Traditionally associated 
with older generations, birdwatching has seen an influx of younger  
birders, drawn by the tranquility of nature and the opportunity  
to participate in citizen science through apps like eBird. Parents  
are often seen engaging with their kids in our bird observation  
area inside the Nature Center.

The Nature Center has increased the visibility around our biding 
programs through an online calendar to showcase upcoming 
programs, such as  bird banding and guided walks (usually two  
each month, one of which is accessible). ASL interpreters welcome 
all abilities to join and learn!

The Nature Center embraces birdwatching because for many, 
birding can be an opportunity to encourage bird-friendly, mission-
based practices such as planting natives and reducing pesticide use, 
as well as increasing awareness about conservation efforts. It is our 
commitment to ensure your third place remain a vibrant birding 
destination and habitat for years to come. 



HOODED MERGANSER

MEET OUR RESIDENT EXPERT 
JUL IE WE S T JUL IE WE S T 

HONORARY BOARD TRUSTEE

JULIE WEST

How did you become interested in birding? 
Growing up, we had bird feeders in our yard, so I knew the common 
birds from a young age: robins, blue jays, and cardinals. We often 
spent time in the Metroparks and took annual camping vacations,  
so I expanded my bird knowledge along the way. 

Bird banding has been a part of the Nature  
Center for over 20 years, can you share how  
that came to be? 

Gary and I started joining the Nature Center bird walks back in  
the late 1980’s. In 1996, after observing bird banding at Point 
Reyes Bird Observatory field station in California, I signed up for  
a bird banding training session in Pennsylvania and then started 
volunteering at the Black Swamp Bird Banding station in Oak  
Harbor, Ohio. I eventually qualified for a banding sub-permit  
which enabled me to band on my own. After retirement in 2001,  
I started bird banding at the Nature Center with a focus on spring  
and fall migration. This was made possible with Gary’s support,  
Laura Gooch who has helped daily since his passing, and many 
dedicated volunteers over the years. 

Your volunteer time and expertise are 
immeasurable! Could you tell us a little  
more about your role in expanding  
birding programs at the Nature Center? 

Gary and I valued the Nature Center since we first discovered it 
through the Audubon Spring Bird walks. I refer to it as “an oasis in  
the middle of suburbia.” In 2005, Gary and I started “The Big Sit”  
at the Nature Center, an event that occurs annually on the second 
weekend in October around the world. Additionally, I introduced 
Project FeederWatch to the Nature Center community. Around  
that time, I joined the Board of Trustees and served the maximum 
number of terms. After Gary’s passing, I continued to lead Audubon 
Spring Bird Walks until a few years ago. More recently, I joined the 
Natural Resources Committee, the External Affairs Committee  
and the DEIA Committee. 

Have you observed a resurgence of birding  
at the Nature Center? 

During the pandemic, there were more people who joined bird  
walks. Some became regulars, while others joined occasionally.  
Many came as beginners and once they gained some knowledge, 
started to branch out on their own. I see this pattern continuing  
today. Increased banding station visitors often stop by to watch  
and learn more. 

WE ASKED JULIE WEST: 

Do you have a Spark Bird? 

What really captured my attention was when my partner,  
Gary, took a Birding 101 class and introduced me to warblers,  
in 1988. They were so colorful and included different species.  

We were hooked and started going on guided bird walks, many at  
the Nature Center, and planned our vacations around birding.



NORTHERN CARDINALAMERICAN GOLDFINCH & JUNCO

RED-TAILED HAWK

WE ASKED JULIE WEST: 

Do you have a Spark Bird? 

What really captured my attention was when my partner,  
Gary, took a Birding 101 class and introduced me to warblers,  
in 1988. They were so colorful and included different species.  

We were hooked and started going on guided bird walks, many at  
the Nature Center, and planned our vacations around birding.

WHAT IS A SPARK BIRD? 
In birding, a “spark bird” is the bird that first ignites a person’s passion for birdwatching. It’s typically a species  

encountered in an unexpected or meaningful way that captivates someone, drawing them into the world of birding.  
This concept was recently featured in an episode of This American Life, where expert birder Noah Strycker  

describes howa turkey vulture became his spark bird. Watching the vultures over several days, Strycker was mesmerized  
by their behavior, drawing him into a deeper fascination with birds. He explains that a spark bird is one that  

“grabs you in a way that you haven’t been grabbed before” and awakens a new under-standing or appreciation of birds  
and nature. Birders often discuss their spark birds as pivotal moments in their birdwatching journeys.

WOOD DUCK



RED-HEADED WOODPECKER

Important Bird Area 
An Important Bird Area (IBA) is a designation by the Audubon 
Society (and BirdLife International globally) for regions that are 
essential for the conservation of bird populations. These areas are 
identified based on scientific criteria that consider the presence 
of significant populations of endangered, threatened, or endemic  
bird species, as well as key habitats that are crucial for breeding, 
migration, or wintering. The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes is 
considered an IBA.

THE NATURE CENTER: 
A VIBRANT  A VIBRANT  

BIRDING BIRDING 
DESTINATIONDESTINATION

LISTEN 
TO THE FULL EPISODE OF 
THIS AMERICAN LIFE ON BIRDING: 

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT BIRDING ON OUR SITE: 

VIEW 
PROGRAMMING CALENDAR  
FOR  UPCOMING EVENTS!

LOCAL BIRDING ORGANIZATIONS 
The Cleveland area is home to a number of local bird  

organizations with excellent birding opportunities: 

NATURE CENTER AT SHAKER LAKES • KIRKLAND BIRD CLUB  
AUDUBON SOCIETIES • CLEVELAND METROPARKS  

COUNTY PARK SYSTEMS • CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL PARK  
BLACK SWAMP BIRD OBSERVATORY

GREEN HERON

• GUIDED BIRD WALKS • 
Ongoing

• BIRD BANDING •  
Seasonally

• BIG SIT • 
Second Sunday in October

• CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT • 
December

• PROJECT FEEDER WATCH • 
Fall & Winter

• AUDOBON BIRD WALKS • 
Spring

Get involved with the birding programs  
at the Nature Center 



AMERICAN REDSTART

TUFTED TITMOUSE

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT

“Over the past 9 years, I have seen or heard 152 species  
of birds around the Nature Center (including Lower Lake).  

For the last 20 years, a group of us has seen or heard  
an average of 48 bird species from the Marsh Overlook  

on the second Sunday in October during an international  
event called the “Big Sit.” During the 2020 “Big Sit,”  

we observed 70 species.”  
—  

JULIE WEST



The Nature Center is and will always be a transparent organization that is  
thankful for the gifts our community members bestow upon us to further  
our mission. As the only independently-operated nonprofit nature center  
in northern Ohio, your gift is vital and will ensure that we remain free and  
open to the public, connecting future generations to nature.

MEMBERSHIP 
Become a member by giving a 100% tax-deductible gift at  
one of our six levels ranging from $50–$1,000+, and receive  
a sense of pride knowing that your membership supports 
community, conservation, and education. Members qualify  
for special benefits, including early and discounted program 
registration, 10% off our Duck Pond Gift Shop, invitations  
to members-only events, and more.

ANNUAL FUND 
Already a member? The Annual Fund is a year-round effort  
to raise additional funds necessary to support the daily 
operations of our organization, including the maintenance  
of our trails and facilities. Gifts of any size are appreciated  
and are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

HERON SOCIETY 
The Heron Society recognizes our dedicated donors who 
annually give $1,000 or more. In addition to a host of 
membership benefits, Heron Society patrons enjoy access  
to exclusive events.

PLANNED GIVING  
& EVERGREEN SOCIETY 
Making a planned gift is one of the most impactful ways  
to invest in the Nature Center and to create a legacy of 
conservation and environmental education. You may 
designate your gift for a specific purpose or offer broad 
support through an unrestricted gift. There are many ways  
to make a planned gift, including bequests, charitable  
trusts, and gifts of appreciated securities.

STOCK, IRA &  
DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS 
Your contribution can be made in the form of a gift of 
appreciated assets such as IRAs, stock, or securities.  
We also welcome gifts from donor-advised funds.

You Can Help Further our Impact!

CONTACT US 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR  
RANGE OF GIVING OPTIONS

KIMBERLEE JONES 
DIRECTOR OF PHILANTHROPY 

216.321.5935 EXT. 223 
JONES@SHAKERLAKES.ORG

CARA ANDERSON 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE 

216.321.5935 EXT. 232 
CARA@SHAKERLAKES.ORG



100+100+ NEW VOLUNTEERS 

420+420+ TOTAL VOLUNTEERS

9910+9910+ TOTAL VOLUNTEER HOURS COMPLETED

SUE STRAUSS 
ADULT VOLUNTEER

NIKO TIEN 
YOUTH VOLUNTEER: STEWARDSHIP

HAILEY SEIFERT 
YOUTH VOLUNTEER: EDUCATION

SUE STRAUSS began volunteering at the Nature Center shortly after moving  
back to Cleveland in the 1990s. It began with working once a year at the plant  
sale and later on the plant sale committee. In 2018, she became a co-chair of the 
committee and continues to chair today. In recent years, along with Mary Gannon 
and Nick Mikash, she established the Native Seed Library and works with this  
team to support this resource. 

During the past eight years, Sue has worked with the Friends of Lower Lake, a  
group that meets weekly to perform stewardship around the lake. Working with  
FLL led working with other local steward-ship groups such as Friends of Cain Park, 
Friends of the Bradford Cinder Path and support on several No Mow sites in  
Shaker Heights. Sue also works with the Audubon/Shaker Garden Club project: 
Nature in my Backyard. She has been a Cuyahoga County Master Gardener  
since 2014. 

Sue is a retired business consultant and lives near the Nature Center.

 
NEKO TIEN has been volunteering at the Nature Center through the Youth 
Stewardship program every summer since 2022. Neko has always been passionate 
about nature and environmental conservation, and saw the Nature Center as a  
great opportunity to help preserve local wildlife. As a youth steward, Neko has  
worked hard to help remove invasive plants, plant native plants, and maintain the 
Nature Center as a flourishing natural space that brings joy and wonder to visitors. 
She loves working at the Nature Center because of the opportunity to make a 
difference in protecting the environment and the amazing people she gets to work 
with (plus the popsicles!). Neko has loved the Nature Center since she was a  
little kid at Outdoor Adventure Camp, and, in addition to stewardship, likes to 
participate in Nature Center events, such as the annual Hike & Run. Aside from  
her environmental interests, Neko enjoys reading, writing, art, hiking/camping,  
and soccer. She is junior at Shaker Heights High School, and is interested in  
pursuing a career involving nature in the future!

 
HAILEY SEIFERT started volunteering at the Nature Center during the summer 
of 2023. She started volunteering because she loves working with the younger  
grades at school and wanted to try being a camp counselor. Hailey worked with 
4th–8th graders this past summer and loved playing games with them. One of her 
favorite activities while volunteering was going on field trips. She loves to introduce 
new environmental experiences to kids outside of the Nature Center. Hailey is  
a sophomore at Shaker Heights High School and enjoys participating in theater 
productions. She can’t wait to come back next year!

Volunteers of the Year



CARA ANDERSON 
Development Associate 
TIFFANY ANDREOLI 
Birthday Party Educator 
MARIA ASHER 
Director of Grants & Foundation Relations 

TOMMY AQUILANO 
Facilities Technician 

SHELLEY BENDER 
Environmental Educator 
PETER BODE 
President & CEO  
CHRISTI CARLSON 
Rentals & HR Coordinator 
ADDY GOODRICH 
Environmental Educator 
LISA GOLBA 
Environmental Educator in  
Residence Program Manager 
ERIC GREGORCHIK 
Director of Operations 
MILAN GUTIERREZ 
Visitor Services Associate 
CHRISTOPHER HALL 
Director of Finance and Administration 
MICHELLE HALL 
Accountant Bookkeeper 
HUNTER HAMMIL 
Outdoor Adventure Camp Manager 

EMMALINE HANNAN 
Visitor Services Associate 
KATRINA HEINZEN 
Environmental Educator  
& Birthday Party Educator 
SARAH HOLDEN 
Environmental Educator 
KIMBERLEE JONES 
Director of Philanthropy 
WILFREDO LOPEZ 
Environmental Educator 

TAMI MASUOKA 
Visitor Services Associate 
NICK MIKASH 
Natural Resources Manager 
LAUREN MILLER 
Visitor Services Associate 
MEGAN MILLISOR 
Volunteer Manager 
ERICA PRANGE 
Director of Education 
CATIE ROBINS 
School Programs Manager 
KATIE ROSS 
Birthday Party Educator 
MERI RUBLE 
Environmental Educator 
GREG SABIN 
Volunteer Services Assistant 

LAUREN SCHMIDT 
Environmental Educator  
PAULA ST. JOHN 
Visitor Services Associate 
NIA TURNER 
Community Engagement Manager 
SYDNEY TURNER  
Visitor Services Associate 
KYLE WARREN  
Natural Resources Technician 
ANDY WEISS  
Visitor Services Associate 
WENDY WEISS  
Visitor Services Associate 
RACHEL WELLER 
Visitor Services and Office Manager 
MELISSA WHITTEN 
Birthday Party Educator 
TANIA YOUNKIN 
Director of Marketing  
& Community Engagement 
ALEXANDRIA YUROSKO 
Marketing Content Manager 

RACHEL LASSO 
AmeriCorps Staff Member  
not employed by NCSL

*as of 10/22/2024 

NATURE CENTER STAFF*

200+ HOURS 
Laura Gooch 
Thomas Prior 
Marilyn Singer 
Norma Storer 
Sue Strauss 
Julie West 

100–199 HOURS 
Larry Anderson 
Natalie Bier 
Andrew Carpenter 
Pat Ferrara 
Megan Fraser 
Mary Gannon 
Matt Goldman 
Penny Harris 
Gabe Juli 

Caroline Keefe 
Amelia King 
Daphne Kollin 
Sophia McCarthy 
Reece Moylan 
Margaret Poutasse 
Hailey Seifert 
Benjamin Tepley 
Max Victoroff 

50–99 HOURS 
Avah Amir 
        Tahmasseb 
Karen Ault 
Emma Batt 
Steve Cagan 
Amelia Chase 
 

Vivian Clement 
Jennifer Cohen 
Mike Dudzynski 
Maeve Ewen 
Merci Ewen 
Ellis Freer 
Mina Goldenburg 
Parker Gorlet 
Leela Gunder 
Nicholas Hackney 
Samara Hall 
Lynn Hoffman 
        Engel 
Annaya Jain 
Tim Kalan 
Zora Kansal 
Samuel Lake 
 

Delaney McNair 
Lilly Moran 
Jane Murphy 
Madeleine 
Nowakowski 
Andrew O’Neill 
Ella Petre 
Tessa Petre 
Monique Posner 
Stella Price 
Joshua Ricchetti 
Jan Rybka 
Kathy Smachlo 
Jacob Strainic 
Karin Tanquist 
Jessie Tien 
Freya Turner 
 

Barbara Walker 
Bob Wellman 

20–49 HOURS 
Ekko Armstrong 
Charie Babcock 
Cormac Benard 
Joy Bridy 
Stephanie Clark 
Ellis Freer 
Lisa Gannon 
Juliana Gentile 
Jeff Gueulette 
Kathy Hayes 
Minseong Hong 
Conner Karakul 
Celia Konrad 
 

Natalie Konrad 
Seohyun Kwon 
Helen Mathias 
Aleksey Mezentser 
Pritismita Mohapatra 
Alexander Padilla 
Emma Petre 
Niklas Reisch 
Jillian Runnels 
Adam Sheetz 
Aimee Sheetz 
Parisa Tendulkar 
Neko Tien 
Leio Treier-Jackson 
Maia Tritt 
Betty Turpin 
Avalon Woconish

VOLUNTEERS



INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous (23) 
Debbie Abdalian Thompson 
Tom & Abby Abelson 
Louise Abrams & Robert Fuerst 
Mark & Cathy Acker 
Albert T. Adams 
Eleonore Schippers Adams 
Nancy A. Adams 
Sawsan Alhaddad 
Janet Alter & Kevin Lovas 
Murray & Connie Jean Altose 
Chace & Josie Anderson 
Judy & Dan Anderson 
Mark Anderson & Fey Parrill 
Cathy & Bill Annable 
Michelle & Vic Anselmo 
Sherri Appleton & Marty Resnik 
Hannah Arnson 
William Arsham 
Barbara Baetz-Greenwalt 
Bonnie M. Baker 
David & Anna Balazs 
William Baldwin 
Cathy Barber 
John C. Barber 
Ellen Barcus 
Thomas Barnard & Anemaria Iani 
David S. Barnes MD  
        & Elizabeth S. Babcox MD 
Geoffrey K. & Maryann D. Barnes 
Michael Barnes 
Stefanie & J. Michael Bartley 
Kimberley Barton & Douglas Orr 
Patricia Barz & Herbert Wiedemann 
Joan & Benico Barzilai 
Marjorie & James Bashaw 
Cynthia Bassett 
Mara E. Cushwa & John Paul Batt 
Annette & E. Douglas Beach 
David Beach & Constance Magoulias 
James & Victoria Bell 
Leslie Meriam Bell 
Molly Berger 
Marcie Bergman & Alan Rauss 
Mary & Dan Berick 
Sandeep Bhatia 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Bier 
Anne & Glenn Billington 
Gerald J. Blake & Susan Kaeser 
Kate & Rick Blaszak 
Amy & Anthony Vegh 
Jeffrey Bomberger & Elaine Thallner 
Elon Boms 
Bette Bonder & Patrick Bray 
Geoff D. Bonebrake 
David Christopher Bores 
Mitchell Borrow 
Mary & John J. Boyle, III

Beth Brandt Sersig  
        & Christopher Brandt 
Yuval Brisker 
Maureen & Kevin Brodar 
Liela and Sid Brode 
Arielle Brodkey 
Phyllis Brody 
Mary Brown 
Andrew Bruml 
Carol & Bill Bruml 
Kristine Bryan 
Gary & Keisha Bullard 
Eileen M. Burkhart 
Jane C. Busch 
Linda Butler & Steve Nissen 
Mary L. Cahen 
Ryan Callender 
Alyson & Michael Carfagna 
Peter A. & Rita M. Carfagna 
Kay Carlson & Rick Albaugh 
Harry & Mary Ann Carlson 
Ruth Anna Carlson & Albert Leonetti 
Andres Carmona 
David Carney 
Cindie Carroll-Pankhurst  
        & Mark Salling 
Leigh H. Carter 
Cindy Chapman 
Elizabeth Dreben & Hillel Chiel 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee A. Chilcote Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Homer Chisholm 
Jeffrey D. & Patricia K. Chokel 
Gary S. Chottiner 
Barbara Claas & Jeffrey Dean 
Gale Clarry 
Andrew Clifford & Jason Lambrese 
Meaghan Combs  
        & Neal Evan Goldenberg 
Erin & Daniel Connell 
Martha A. Connell 
Cook Family Foundation 
Paul & Natalie Cooper 
Dana Crawford & Steven Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Cristal 
Gayle & Daniel Cronin 
Penelope & Justin Croniser 
Jim & Cindy Crosby 
Barbara Cross & Roy Call 
Elizabeth Porter Daane  
        & Charles E. Daane 
Kimberly S. Dailey 
James & Karen Dakin 
Laura & Christopher Dean 
Ashley & Matthew DeGrand 
Gregory J. DeGulis & Nada Hashem 
Meg DeGulis 
Richard & Nancy Dietrich 
Leslie & Michael Dingeldein 
The Dixon Family

Henry C. Doll 
Donna & Scott Dowling 
Linda & Michael Dudzinsky 
Elayna Duitman & Charles B. Foster 
Alina & Greg van Lunteren 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Duvin 
Kimberly H. & John J. Dyer 
John & Sybil Eakin 
Michael G. Eakin 
Trevon Edwards 
Thomas Eggert & Jennifer Lezak 
Nan Eisenberg 
Barbara Ekelman & Mark Amaddio 
Cindy Elliott 
Lin Emmons 
Ruth & Michael Eppig 
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Ernst 
Amy Eugene & Ellen Blahut 
Eileen & Stephen Ewen 
Kylie Eyre 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Fabens 
Corinna & Yngve Falck-Ytter 
Catherine & Bruce Fallick 
Margaret Farrar & Jeffrey Glasen 
Tina & Jeff Fast 
Olaoluwa & Theodora Fayanju 
Bill & Kathy Fehrenbach 
Erin Benay & Matthew Feinberg 
Steven Feldman & Mary Weatherhead 
Patricia L. Ferrara 
Buffy & Mark Filippell 
Cindy Fink & Kemp Jaycox 
Jane and James Finley 
Chris Fisher 
Debbie Fitzgerald 
Florence & J. Donald Fitzgerald 
Anne & Scott Flamm 
The Howard and  
        Barbara Fleischmann Family 
David M Flood 
Rebecca & Eric Flyckt 
Laura & Joe Fogarty 
Dianne Virginia Foley 
Judy Ann Forbes 
P. Jeffery & Lynne Ford 
Mity & Jef Fowler 
Barbara S. Framke 
Madeline Francis 
Debra & Gary Franke 
Margaret & Jonathan Frankel 
Betty & John Franklin 
Lois Freedman & Mark Munetz 
Marlene Blatnik-Freeze  
        & Kenneth D. Freeze 
Barbara & Roger French 
Heidi Beth Friedman 
Dr. & Mrs. Avrum Froimson 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel G. Fuller 
Mr. & Mrs. David C. Fulton, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Furey 
Lisa Gannon 
Stephen H. Gariepy 
Scott & Ann Garson 
William Gaskill & Kathleen Burke 
Ellen Gelles & Steven Ricanati 
Lisa Gelles & Jay Costantini 
Tom Gentile 
Caroline & Aaron Gerds 
Ann T. Gerhart 
Janet Ghiandoni 
Maribeth & Christopher Gibbon 
Mary & Ralph Gibson 
Rachel & Grattan Giesey 
Margaret Rose Giltinan 
Dulcey Barr & Brian Gingerich 
Barbara Ginn 
Mary Cornelia Ginn 
Walter P. Ginn 
Melissa Flanagan & Robert Girton, Jr. 
Steve & Debbie Gladstone 
Jane Glaubinger 
Jacob & Alissa Glenn 
Carol Z. Gobel 
Larry Goddard 
Richard Goddard & Anne Unverzagt 
Fran Golden 
Matt Goldman & Ann Pearson 
Dr. David Kazdan  
        & Mrs. Laura C. Gooch 
Jane Goodman 
Barbara H. Gordon 
James Graham & David Dusek 
Yvette C. Graham 
Richard & Barbara Gray 
Walter Duvall & David Gregory 
Ginette & André Gremillet 
Harriet & David Griesinger 
Peter & Joanne Griesinger 
Brian Griffin 
Beatrice & Burt W. Griffin 
Jim B. Griswold 
Andrea & Bill Grodin 
Charles Rosenblatt & Deborah Gross 
Chas & Jen Grossman 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben B. Gunter, Jr. 
Dierdre Pim & Kurt Haas 
Katherine Hagen 
Tom & Kirsten Hagesfeld 
Judith & Russell Hall 
Gretchen Hallerberg & Walt Tomford 
David C. Halley 
William & Patricia Hanavan 
Albert A. Hanes 
Martha & Michael Hardy 
Peggy Harlow 
Penny Braudy Harris 
Constance Hartley 
Tom and Paula Harvey

OUR SUPPORTERS



Tara & Steve Hata 
Jonathan & Karry Hatch 
Lawrence & Linda Hatch 
Barbara L. Hawley 
Kathleen Hayes 
Jane Haylor & Mel Berger 
Scott Hazan 
Susan Hazel 
Graham & Kerianne Hearns 
Michelle Hecker & Curtis Donskey 
Kathleen A. & Thomas A. Heffernan 
Tamara & Dustin Heldman 
Frances Heller 
Beth Hellerstein & Daniel Jaffe 
Bruce Hennes & Regina Brett 
Julie & Scott D. Henry 
Ann T. Herbruck 
David & Dozie Herbruck 
Jodie & Jon Herbst 
Eric & Karen Herman 
Maria Hernandez 
Paul H. Herrgesell & Beth A. Cooper 
John F.* & Mary Herrick 
John & Laura Herrick 
Susan & John Hersch 
Andrew Hertz & Linda Rae 
Betty M. Hess 
Kathryn & David Hexter 
Heyka Family 
Nance Hikes & Michael Melampy 
Brian Hill & Melissa Skilken 
Deborah & Jeff Hillyer 
Annette & Brett Himes 
Melissa J. Hintz & James M. Trapp 
Edith Hirsch 
Ann Hadley Holden 
Richard R. Hollington, Jr. 
Laura K. Hong & Tom Kovach 
Pam Horan-Bussey 
J. Robert & Priscilla C. Horst 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Horvitz 
Emma Hudepohl 
Roy & Mary Ann Hulme 
Hope Hungerford 
Caitlin Hunter 
Meg & Jed Hunter 
Mr. Peter B. Imrey 
Bruce & Donna Jackson 
James & Gale Jacobsohn 
Karen & Marc Jaffe 
Paul & Christine Janicki 
Jeanine Jeffers-Woolf 
Christine Jellis & Dan Waters 
Carl M. Jenks 
Helen B. & Erik M. Jensen 
David C. Johansson 
Mark Johnson & Jeanne Longmuir 
Christopher K. & Amanda Jones 
Linda Johnson & Mark Jones 
Helen Jones-Toms & Howard Agriesti 
Thomas A. Jorgensen & Jocelyn Ruf

Anne C. & Joseph K. Juster 
Fran Falcone Kalafatis 
Molly Kaput & Amanda Ciampolillo 
Kurt & Mary Beth Karakul 
Marilyn & Howard Karfeld 
Nancy & Bernard Karr 
Carole J. Kass 
Maribeth & Donald J. Katt 
Douglas Katz 
Jeff Katz & Judith Malone 
Matthew Katz 
Justin Kaye & Catherine Rotolo 
Joseph P. & Nancy F. Keithley 
Chris, Christina, Olivia,  
        and Graham Keller 
Dr. Patricia Kellner  
        & Mr. James Heflich 
Marty & Dennis M. Kelly 
Kathleen Cole-Kelly and Thomas Kelly 
Susan Kent & Benjamin Sperry 
Leila Khan 
Umesh & Monica Khot 
Karen Kidwell & Henry Billingsley 
Sarah F Kijinski 
Kempton & Nancy King Smith 
Charles H. King  
        & Catherine E. Keating 
Eileen Kintner 
Beth & Steve Kish 
Kathryn & Stephen Klaber 
Barbara Klante & Gary Hanson 
Dr. Nina L. Klein 
Katie & Jordan Klimek 
Cynthia & Paul Klug 
Mark & Susan Knight 
Karen H. Knittel 
Sarah & Michael F. Knoblauch 
Mao Chuan Ko 
Joan & Paul Kolb 
Robert & Mona Kolesar 
Dr. Joseph & Mrs. Geraldine Koonce 
Jill Korbin and Larry Greksa 
Ursula Korneitchouk 
Nancy J. Kortemeyer  
        & Paul D. Jennings 
Terry Kovel 
Ashley Kozak 
Richard and Elizabeth Kozan 
Brady Krebs 
Stephen & Andreea Kresnye 
Joseph and Jennifer Kubic 
Dorothy K. & Donald G. Kuhn 
Chip and Pat Kulp 
Frank Kups 
Jeanne Lackamp 
Catherine & Kevin LaCroix 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Lafave, Jr. 
William H. Lafave 
Erin Laffay & Derrick Cooper 
Jennifer & Roger* Langston 
Brian L. Larson & Laurie Albright

Gretchen Larson 
Kristin & Steve Lasky 
Ann & David Lavelle 
John & Kristie Lavelle 
Nancy Lavelle 
Robert P. & Kathleen W. Lawry 
Martha C. Lee 
John A. Leibert & Sylvia Karson 
Debra Leizman & Keith Kerman 
Morton & Judith Levin 
Cathy L. Lewis 
Kelly K. Licina 
Doris Lieber 
Richard Lightbody 
Tom Lightbody 
Allison Linamen 
Cathy Anne Lincoln 
Paul S. Lincoln & Kathy Toderick 
Bonnie & Lawrence V. Lindberg 
John Lindenmeyer 
Bill & Peggy Lipscomb 
Rosalie M. Litt 
Brenda M. Logan 
Carol & Gilbert Lowenthal 
Randal Lowry 
Mary & Thomas Lucchesi 
Julia & Gary Lustic 
Michael Lyford & Sonja Rajki 
Jeffrey Lynn 
Elizabeth P. MacIntyre  
        & Joseph Sopko 
Jeremie & Christina Maehr 
Mary Beth Majoros & Kirk Schmink 
Nilanjana Majumdar 
John T Makley 
Mary Makley 
Meredith & Joe Manning 
Annora C. Marcus 
Ruth Mardell & Jerry Kagan 
James & Susan Marder 
Mary Neagoy & Ed Markey 
Steven Markowicz 
Eugene Marks 
Tracey & Joseph Marks 
Susan Maroney 
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest B. Marsolais 
Victoria & Wesley Mateo 
Joe & Eleni Matts 
Mark and Susan Matzke 
James & Kathe Mayer 
Roger Mayer & Sally Cantor 
John & Rosemary McCaskie 
Dr. Thomas McGrew  
        & Dr. Judith Evans 
Joanne McKell & Ben Seligman 
S. Sterling & Judith K. McMillan 
Megan & Michael McNamara 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Medalie 
Barbara C. Megery 
Ms. Jennifer M. Meigs 
Matt & Nikki Melago

Alan Melamed 
Guy V. & Katy Mercer 
Nachum Meres and Yehudit Main 
Linda & Steve Merriam 
Lydia & Chris Meyer 
Trent M. & Irene I. Meyerhoefer 
Michael & Emily Slopnick 
Cecilia Michel 
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory M. Miller 
Kurt Miller & Leslie Greenhalgh 
Charles & Patricia Mintz 
Anne & Patrick Mitchell 
Bob Mitchell  
        & Jane Timmons-Mitchell 
Kristen Mitchem 
Masaru & Chiyoko Miyagi 
Sheryl & Charles Modlin 
Malou Monago 
Garrett Monda 
Benjamin Monreal  
        & Sarah Catherine Bagby 
Erica & Raúl Montejo 
Mr. Thomas C. Montello 
Kathryn & Delo Mook 
Marge & Dan Moore 
Michael & Petra Moran 
Ann J. Morgan 
Laura Morgan 
Rebecca Morgan & Jeff Wells 
William R. & Barbara W. Morgan 
Amy & Marc Morgenstern 
Mario & Dana Morino 
Carl & Lu Anne Morrison 
Jewel Moulthrop 
Marjorie & Bert Moyar 
John T. & Mary M. Mulligan 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Mulligan 
Farah Munir & Bradley Masi 
Patricia & Broock Munro 
Raymond & Katie Murphy 
Kate Fox Nagel & Dr. Sean Nagel 
Kelly & Peter Nagusky 
Barbara H. Nahra 
Robert & Julie Namy 
Alexa New 
Evelyn B. Newell 
Courtney & Michael Novak 
Jay & Meg Nystrom 
Carolyn Charles & Dick Obermanns 
Jessica Ogilvie 
Noreen Mary OGrady 
Sean O’Hagan & Stephanie Madewell 
Judith Olson-Hammer 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Omelsky 
Stacey & TJ O’Neill 
Sarah Ott-Hansen 
Jon & Robin Outcalt 
Donna & Joseph Pacchioni 
Emily Pacetti 
Lauren & Sue Pacini 
Andrew & Amy Paine 



Diane Palos 
Richard & Jude Parke 
Bella & Ketan Patel 
Jane & Frank Pekoc 
Tamara & H. Alexander Pendleton 
Barbara Peskin 
Susan Pesta 
Todd D. & Lydia F. Peter 
Laura Peterson & Scott Moneypenny 
Katherine & Kenneth Petrey 
Rebecca Pham 
Linda & Roland S. Philip 
Courtney & Segev Phillips 
Loretta & Daniel Pierce 
Susan Polatz 
Nancy & Durand Pope 
David Porter & Margaret Poutasse 
James J. Posch, II & Joyce Braverman 
Robin Pospisil  
        & Dr. C. Barton Gillombardo 
Mary & Doug Powell 
Gary Price 
Rebecca & Patrick Price 
Michael McIntyre Prunty  
        & M Lee Maxwell 
Jody Rabhan 
Diana Ramirez & Aaron Proweller 
Daniel & Carolyn Ranke 
Mrs. Clara T. Rankin 
Sridhar & Sarojini Rao 
Mrs. James S. Reid, Jr. 
John Reifel 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard T. Reminger 
Neal R. Restivo 
David & Beth Ricanati 
Marlene Ricanati 
Laura and Stephen Rice 
Melissa Richmond  
        & William Watterson 
Clare M. Rimnac PhD  
        & Thomas M. Hering PhD 
David Ring 
Joyce Z. Robinson 
Dr. Erin Rocchio & Dr. Beck Schur 
Amanda Roe 
Kenneth & Amy Rogat 
Marya & Todd Rogers 
Michael & Jo Ellen Rogoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Rorimer 
E.J. Rothman Charitable Gift Fund 
Laurel & Howard Rowen 
Drs. Edward & Teresa Ruch 
James & Judith Saks 
Susanne Sande 
Yvonne & Mark Sanderson 
Steve & Anne Sanford 
Alexander Sawyer 
Doug & Lisa Schattinger 
John & Elizabeth Scheiderer 
Toni & Don Scherzer 
Thomas J. & Patricia L. Schinabeck

Carrie Schloss 
Elizabeth & Thomas Schorgl 
Nancy & Terry Schreiner 
Lisa M Schroeder 
Karen Schuele & David Jarus 
Todd Schumann 
Bradley Schwarz 
Dan Scouler 
J. Gary Seewald 
Nancy & Tom Seitz 
Holly Selvaggi & Clark Harvey 
Jerry Sgro & Heather Ways 
Marla & Joseph Shafran 
Abigail Shapiro 
Marc & Jessica Shapiro 
Carrie & Scott Shelfer 
Dave Shelton & Anna Mitchell 
Alice S. Sherman 
Barbara & Terry Shockey 
Jeanne Short 
Joanne L. Siegel & Walter F. Thiem 
Edwina Simmons 
Marilyn J. Singer 
Sanjay Singh & Erin Holston Singh 
Dr. Brian & Dr. Ann Skerry 
Ruth J. Skuly & Leo A. Deininger 
Kathy Smachlo & David Kaplan 
Deborah A. Smith 
Stanford Smith 
Katherine Solender & William Katzin 
Sharmon Sollitto & Michael Lederman 
Glenn & Patricia Solomon 
Ms. Susan M. Soltis 
Jeanne M. Somers 
Joan Spoerl & Dr. Ken Sakaie 
Jennifer Stapleton 
Robert Stenson 
Charles & Jean Stephenson 
Dr. Myron Bud Stern 
Lucinda Stevens 
Mary Teresa Fox Stoller & James 
Kevin Stoller 
Peter A. & Cindy Straffon 
Deedra & Carter Strang 
Jeffrey & Heidi Strean 
Paul & Leslie Stroud 
Patricia Substelny 
Annette & Mark Sutherland 
Constance & Mark Swary 
Susan Long & Andy Szabo 
Robert J. Takacs & Anne M. Regier 
Rebecca Talbert 
Janice Diane Taylor Heard 
Andrew H. Thomas 
Joseph H. & Ellen B. Thomas 
Lynda Herman Thomas 
Anahid Thompson 
George & Janice Thompson 
Linda Tobin & Stephen Pepper 
Nick & Marian Toney 
Jean Toombs 

Katherine & Kenneth Torgerson 
Martha & Edward Towns 
Joan Trey & Daniel Brustein 
Sara & Howard Tucker 
Karen & Robert Tucker 
Betty Turpin & John Cunningham 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy M. Tuthill 
Mary F. Twomey & Nancy Thrams 
Don & Jane Underwood 
Jack & Blanche Valancy 
Greg & Monica Van Niel 
Eva & Mario Vargas 
Betty Venables & Robert A. Venables 
Catherine & Dale Veres 
Kenneth J. Vinciquerra 
Emma Visnic 
Martha Wagner 
Abby Wald 
F. Carl Walter 
John & Jeanette Walton 
Nicole Walton 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Wamsley, III 
Holly & Doug Wang 
Harriet Warm 
Mary Warren 
Elizabeth Warshawsky 
Wendy & Jay Wasman 
Sharon & Gregory A. Watts 
Byron & Christina Webster 
Meredith & Michael Weil 
Krysta Weilwood 
Dan Weiner & Melissa Dempsey 
Cheryl & Mickey Weinstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry S. Weiss 
Virginia Weiss & Stephen Sedam 
Lucy & Chuck Weller 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wellman, Jr. 
Bailey & Walt Wells 
Michelle Wesley & Frank Licata 
Joanne Westin & Roy Ritzmann 
Cooper & Debbie White 
Peter & Cathy Whitehouse 
Julia Whiteside-Michel 
Andrew Whitis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dickson L. Whitney, Jr. 
Amy Laughlin Wiedemer  
        & John Wiedemer 
Eugene & Marjorie Wiemels 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Wilcox 
Linda Wilkinson 
John C. Williams 
Rusty & Grace Wilson 
Melissa Kay Wilson 
Amber Marissa Wolfe 
Julie Wolin 
Susan Wolpert & Raymond Lesser 
Hadley Wood & Jeff Hardacre 
Kelly Woods 
Christopher J. Wozniak  
        & Susan Strauss 
Linda & Bob Yanega 

Dudley D. Yost 
Beryl Younkin 
Emily Zabor & Rick Thayer 
Stephen Zabor & Kathryn Craig 
Helen Zakin 
Nancy H. Zambie 
Cathy & Brian Zbanek 
Suzanne Zilber & Adin Mann 
Patrick M. Zohn 
David Zordan & Janet McGrath 
Kalman Zucker & Mary Frances Haerr 
—— 
CORPORATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS,  
& GOVERNMENT 
Anonymous (6) 
Abington Foundation 
AHS Foundation 
Anchor Landscaping 
Avonlea Gardens & Inn, LLC 
Banks-Baldwin Foundation 
Bartlett Tree Experts 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
The Callahan Foundation 
Capital One 
Charles L. Pack Charitable Trust 
Clearstead Advisors, LLC 
Cleveland Foundation 
CMH Accounting Services 
Conway Family Foundation 
Curb Appeal Painting 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture 
Cuyahoga Community College 
Cuyahoga County Board of 
        Developmental Disabilities 
Cuyahoga County Planning Division 
Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation 
        District 
Cyrus Eaton Foundation 
David and Inez Myers Foundation 
The Dusenbury Family Charitable 
        Fund 
Earth Care Congregation 
Earthshare Chapters 
Eaton Corporation 
Edward Jones Investments 
Elizabeth Ring Mather  
        & William Gwinn Mather Fund 
Enbridge Gas Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Eva L. & Joseph M. Bruening 
        Foundation 
Evarts Tremaine 
Feel Good Foundation 
Frank Hadley and  
        Cornelia Root Ginn Foundation 
The Gay & Lesbian Fund of the 
        Hermes Foundation 
The George Garretson Wade 
        Charitable Trust #2 



The George W. Codrington Charitable 
        Foundation 
Good Nature Organic Lawn Care 
GPD Group Employees  
        Foundation Inc. 
Hahn Loeser 
The Harry K. Fox and Emma R. Fox 
        Charitable Foundation 
Hathaway Brown School 
Heinen’s Fine Foods 
Higley Fund 
Holistic Women’s CLE 
HZW Environmental  
        Consultants, LLC 
The Jean D. Heflich Fund 
Kaulig Foundation 
KeyBank 
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith 
        Foundation 
The Kenneth A. Scott Charitable Trust 
KJK: Kohrman Jackson & Krantz 
Lakeside Foundation 
Laurel School 
Lyndhurst Garden Club 
Mac’s Backs - Books on Coventry 
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation 
Medical Mutual of Ohio 
Molten Metal Equipment  
        Innovations, LLC 
The Murch Foundation 
NACCO Industries, Inc 
Native Landscapes and Gardens 
The Nature Conservancy 
Nord Family Foundation 
Northeast Ohio Areawide 
        Coordinating Agency 
Northeast Ohio Black Health 
        Coaliton 
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
        District 
Northeast Ohio Sierra Club 
Northern Ohio Perennials Society 
Ohio Arts Council 
Ohio Environmental Council 
Options Naturopathic 
Parker Hannifin 
PayPal Giving Fund 
Plymouth Church of Shaker Heights 
PNC 
Progressive Insurance Foundation 
Reinberger Foundation 
RPM International Inc. 
Ruffing Montessori School 
The Sam J. Frankino Foundation 
Santa Rosa Stitches 
The Sauerland Foundation 
ServeOhio 
Shaker Investments LLC 
Taft 
T.H. Martin, Inc. 
Thomas H. White Foundation 

UltraCamp Foundation 
United Way of Greater Cleveland 
United Way of Greater Milwaukee 
University Hospitals 
UVAS Foundation 
WWMR Foundation 

—— 
ORGANIZATIONAL FUNDS 
Barber Habitat Restoration Fund 
Jean Eakin Fund* 
Anne Ginn Educational Fund 
Jenny Goldman Memorial Nature 
        Outreach Fund* 
Leadership Fund in Honor  
        of Kay Carlson* 
Maria J. and William Aubrey Hall 
        Endowment Fund* 
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes Fund* 
Shaker Lakes Regional Nature Center 
        Endowment Foundation

*Held at the Cleveland Foundation 

—— 
EVERGREEN SOCIETY 
MEMBERS 
Anonymous member (4) 
John C. Barber 
Jane C. Busch 
Harry & Mary Ann Carlson 
Kathryn A. Carlson 
Sharon A. Coyle 
Kathleen A. & Thomas A. Heffernan 
Ann T. Herbruck 
John A. Horner, III 
John E.* & Paula Horner 
Carole J. Kass 
Chip & Pat Kulp 
Lynda & Charlie Mayer 
Courtney & Michael Novak 
Mrs. Clara T. Rankin 
John B. & Sally R. Schulze 
Ruth J. Skuly & Leo A. Deininger 
Deborah A. Smith 
Kempton & Nancy King Smith 
Julie A. West 

—— 
IN HONOR OF 
Kathy & Tom Heffernan 
Betty Hess 
Kass & Bryan Lever 
Maddie & Matt McCabe 
Barb Morgan 
The Pillai Family 
Marlene Ricanati 
Grandma Wheeler 
Connie Wolfe 

—— 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Loretta Armer 
Kyle Axon 
Carolyn Barr 
Jeffrey Michael Beacham 
Julie Clement 
James B. Davis 
Robert Dooner 
Elizabeth Fitzsimmons 
Bobby Goldstein 
Diana Grasee 
Mary Harriet & Robert A. Harvey 
Scott Imka 
Archie Kelly 
Judith Koltun 
Robert “RJ” Landgraf 
Neal Patrick Lavelle 
George L. McGaughey 
John Perrin 
Gwenn Pokorny 
Helene Sasonkin Stern 
Dorothy Sawyer 
Florence Spurney 
Eugenia Vainberg 
Richard A. Weeks, Jr. 

—— 
IN KIND 
Abundance 
Andrews Colour Atelier 
Avonlea Nursery 
Baladine Culver 
Bana Moureiden & Otis the Duck 
Bartlett Tree Services 
BBQGuys 
Beachland Ballroom 
Blue Sky Brews 
Boy Scouts of America 
Catie Robins 
City Ballet of Cleveland 
Cleveland Cavaliers 
Cleveland Coating Company 
Cleveland Guardians 
Cleveland Heights-University  
        Heights Public Library 
Cleveland Kids Book Bank 
Cleveland Stems 
Cleveland Whiskey 
Colleen Griffith 
Cordelia 
Daniel Waters & Christine Jellis 
Dobama Theater 
Douglas Katz 
Dr. Lisa Damour 
Edwins Leadership & Restaurant	
Ephemeral	 
Frank Kups	 
FrankieLynn Hot Dogs	  
Gotta Groove Records	  
Greater Cleveland Aquarium	  
Grog Shop 

Happy Dog 
Harry Carlson 
Hudson High School Art Club 
Julie A. West 
Jo Ratliff 
Karen Schuele & David Jarus 
Kiln 
Laura Dean 
Living Lands and Water 
Loganberry Books 
Luna Bakery & Cafe 
Master Printing & Mailing 
Matt & Marcie Carrier 
Meadow City Nursery 
Meredyth Ralph 
MorganLitho 
Music Box Supper Club 
My Home Park 
Nick Fletcher 
Northeast Ohio Regional  
        Sewer District 
Ohio City Provisions 
Options Naturopathic 
Patterson Fruit Farm 
Playhouse Square 
Re Boff-Clinger 
Rising Star Coffee Roasters 
Ritz Carlton Cleveland 
Sandeep Bhatia 
Sarah and Pawan Divakarla 
Sarah Ezzie 
Shaker Heights Public Library 
Shaker Heights Country Club 
Shaker Rocks 
Sherwin Williams 
SLFMKR  
Sophie La Gourmande 
Spice Catering Co. 
Starbeing - Isaiah Williams 
Stems Fleur 
studio Chartreuse 
Teak + Table 
Tim Kalan 
Wild Birds Unlimited 
Wild Ones Greater Cleveland 
The Wine Spot 
Zhug	

These lists recognize donors who  
contributed at the $100 level and  
above, Sept. 1, 2023–Aug. 31, 2024.

We extend our deepest appreciation  
to all our supporters whose generous 
contributions helped ensure a  
successful year. 

*deceased 
 



*excludes depreciation and other y/e adjusting entries.

In fiscal year 24 the Nature Center continued its two prong approach to fundraising. While continuing to seek out donations and grants to fuel its growth in community outreach, education 
programming, and natural resource management activities, it was able to secure over $1 million in planned giving gifts to grow the Leadership Fund in Honor of Kay Carlson. In fiscal year 25 
it plans to continue this strategy while also looking for opportunities from federal grants.

(UNAUDITED)

FY24 FINANCIALS

$392,984 

$629,110 

$99,788 

$299,199 

$112,355 

$120,480

Individuals 

Corporations/Foundations 

Government 

Events (Net of COG - Plant Sale/Art on View) 

Plan Gifts 

Endowment (Distribution)

REVENUE Contributed

$282,139 

$66,251

Program Fees 

Facility Rentals/Merchandise (NET)

REVENUE Earned

TOTAL REVENUE $2,002,306

31%

20%

15%

14%

6%

6%

3%

5%

$895,637 

$378,158 

$358,255 

$159,224 

$199,030

Education and Outreach 

Facilities and Land Management 

Fundraising 

Marketing 

Management and General

EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,990,304
NET OPERATING REVENUE** $12,002

45%

19%

18%

10%

8%
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Photos throughout this publication are provided by Nature Center staff  
and local photographers including Robert Mueller and Bob Perkoski
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